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ROMAN PROVINCIAL COINS
FOUND IN LESSER POLAND: AN OVERVIEW!

ABSTRACT  The aim of the present article is to summarize a current state of research on the problem of in-
flow of Roman provincial coins into Lesser Poland in antiquity. The term “provincial coinage” as used here refers
to coins from the mints producing coinages for the purpose of provincial circulation, as well as to the so-called
pseudo-autonomous and autonomous coinages struck by various local mints. We consider coins produced in mints
located in the Eastern part of the Roman Empire, beginning from Dacia and Moesia, and farther east and south to
the provinces of Asia Minor, Syria, and Egypt as well as these struck by the rulers of the Bosporan Kingdom. The
chronological scope of this presentation is defined by the final decades of the Roman Republic/the beginning of the
Roman Empire and the Diocletian’s reform (AD 294). We shall concentrate on the relevant finds of bronze coinage
and the so-called billon coins. Only one brief paragraph is devoted to silver issues.
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ABSTRAKT Celem niniejszego artykutu jest podsumowanie aktualnego stanu badan na temat naptywu monet
prowincjonalnych zarejestrowanych na obszarze historycznej Malopolski. Pod pojgciem ,,mennictwa prowincjo-
nalnego” rozumiane sg tutaj zaro6wno monety prowincjonalne bite w mennicach produkujacych monety na uzytek
danej prowincji, jak i tzw. monety pseudoautonomiczne i autonomiczne bite w mennicach lokalnych. W niniej-
szym tekScie uwzglednione zostaty monety produkowane w mennicach zlokalizowanych we wschodniej czesci
Cesarstwa Rzymskiego poczynajac od Dacji i Mezji, i potozonych dalej na Wschéd i Potudnie az po prowincje
w Azji Mniejszej, Syri¢ i Egipt, jak réwniez monety bite przez wtadcow Krolestwa Bosporanskiego. Ramy chrono-
logiczne niniejszych rozwazan wyznaczaja koncowe dziesigciolecia Republiki / poczatek Cesarstwa oraz reforma
Dioklecjana (294 r. n.e.). Pod uwage zostaly wzigte przede wszystkim znaleziska monet bragzowych i tzw. bilono-
wych. Jedynie krotki akapit po§wigcony zostal monecie srebrnej.

Stowa kluczowe: Barbaricum, Krdlestwo Bosporanskie, monety, Matopolska, prowincje, rzymskie mennictwo
prowincjonalne
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Finds of Roman coins arriving into the territory
of present-day Poland in Antiquity have been a sub-
ject of thorough research for several decades. Over
the last several years in particular (2013-2018),
such discoveries have been recorded in greater
numbers on account of the project entitled Finds of
Roman coins from the territory of Poland and the
lands historically connected with Poland (FRCPL)
under the direction of Prof. Aleksander Bursche
from the University of Warsaw and with the funds
from the National Programme for the Development
of Humanities of the Ministry of Science and the
Higher Education.? The historical territories of
Lesser Poland are one of the areas within the frame-
work of this project.* Among the thousands of re-
cords that document the finds of Roman coins in
Lesser Poland as part of the FRCPL project, there
is also a small group of Roman provincial coins
dating from the Imperial period.* The present arti-
cle is an attempt to recapitulate the current state of
our knowledge on the discoveries of this type from
the territory of Lesser Poland. The term “provincial
coinage” as used here refers to provincial coins in the
strict sense of this designation, i.e., those from the
mints producing coinages for the purpose of provin-
cial circulation (e.g., Alexandria in Egypt), as well
as to the so-called pseudo-autonomous and autono-
mous coinages struck by various local mints (e.g.,
Olbia Pontica). In the present text, we have taken
into consideration coins produced in mints located
in the Eastern part of the Roman Empire, beginning
from Dacia and Moesia, and farther east and south
to the provinces of Asia Minor, Syria, and Egypt.
Likewise, we have included the coinage struck over
a period from the 1% century BC to the 4™ century
AD by the rulers of the Bosporan Kingdom, even
though these are not, strictly speaking, Roman pro-
vincial coins. At least in theory, the chronological
scope of this presentation is defined by the final dec-
ades of the Roman Republic/the beginning of the

2 Cf. Bursche 2013; Idem 2014. Supplementary to
the FRCPL was the project under the direction of Ark-
adiusz Dymowski “Money of the Roman Republic in
Central Europe” (grant no. DEC-2013/09/D/HS3/04515
of the National Centre for Science).

3 The region of Lesser Poland has been the subject
of research work carried out by the team under Dr hab.
J. Bodzek, with Dr K. Kopij, Dr K. Lach, Dr E. Smagur,
J. Klis, M.A., B. Zajac, M.A., Sz. Jellonek, M.A., and
P. Koczwara, M.A. as members. For the preliminary re-
sults, see Bodzek et al. 2014; Bodzek, Kopij, Smagur
2017; Bodzek, Jellonek, Zajac 2018.

4 For the provincial coinage, cf. Jones 1963; Idem
1965; Butcher 1988; Howgego 2005; Amandry 2012.
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Roman Empire and the complete discontinuation of
provincial coinage with the advent of Diocletian’s
reform (AD 294),° although, on the other hand, the
Bosporan Kingdom continued to mint coins until
almost as late as mid-4" century AD. In the course
of the present article, we shall concentrate on the
relevant finds of bronze coinage and the so-called
billon coins. Only one brief paragraph is devoted to
silver issues.’

45 years ago, the eminent scholar Prof. Andrzej
Kunisz published a comprehensive analysis of the
so-called autonomous coins from the Imperial
period as found in the territories of Central and
Eastern Europe (a special issue of Wiadomosci
Numizmatyczne / Polish Numismatic News II,
1973).* Considering the author’s thorough and in-
depth treatment of the subject and the quality of
the publication, it is no surprise that no one has
since then attempted to revisit this subject matter
in such a scope.” A notable exception is a study
by Dr Stanistawa Kubiak, published several years
later, on the finds of Greek coins in the territory
of Poland, which also covers some discoveries of
Imperial-era provincial coinage,'® but this publica-
tion, now more than 35 years old, does not reflect
our current state of knowledge. In the meantime,
we have also seen a handful of works that include
some finds of the relevant type as recorded in spe-
cific regions or within the areas associated with
particular archaeological cultures of the Central-
and Eastern-European Barbaricum, namely by
such authors as Georgiy Beidin,"" Aleksander
Bursche,!? Renata Ciotek,"* Dragan Milutinovié,'*

> Howgego 2005: 16.

¢ Cf. Frolova 1997; Anokhin 1986.

7Tt is worth mentioning here that the discoveries
of Greek coins struck before the end of the 1% century BC
were discussed in detail against the backdrop of North-
ern, Central, and Eastern Europe in a number of works
by M. Mielczarek. Cf. above all Mielczarek 1989; a list
of the older literature is available here; cf. also Idem
1981; Idem 1988; Idem 1996; Idem 2004; Idem 2008.

8 Kunisz 1973b.

 1In this context, let us also mention the study by
A. Bursche (1984). Although it is an important publica-
tion commenting on the inflow of provincial coins into
the space of the Central-European Barbaricum, it gives
no information referring to any new material.

10" Kubiak 1978.

' Beidin 2012; Beidin, Myzgin 2015.

12 Bursche 1983; Idem 1984; Idem 1988; Idem
1996; Idem 1997; Bursche, Kaczanowski, Rodzinska-
-Nowak 2000.

13 Ciotek 2001; Idem 2007; Idem 2008.

14 Milutinovi¢ 2015.
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Arkadiusz Dymowski,'s Piotr Kaczanowski and
Urszula Margos,'® Stanistawa Kubiak,!” Renata
Madyda-Legutko,”® Kiryll Myzgin,"” Andrzej
Romanowski,?® Vital Sidarovich,?! as well as by
the authors of the present text. 2> However, we still
do not have a current, reliable, and comprehensive
research study dedicated to this topic, even though
it is very much needed in view of the amount of
new material obtained and collected in the course
of the last 45 years, coming from both random
discoveries and the regular archaeological re-
search. In the case of the territories of the Central-
European Barbaricum, the amassed material is not
particularly abundant, but still definitely sufficient
for undertaking a new insight into the subject in
question.” On the other hand, a very large body of
recent finds of provincial coinage in the wide area
of the Eastern-European Barbaricum, the result of
very intense activity of the so-called detectorists
from Ukraine and Russia, cannot be ignored.?*

As we have noted, this article aims to sum up
the up-to-date state of our knowledge on the finds
of provincial coinage as reported from the area of
the historical region of Lesser Poland. The latter
term is understood to refer to Lesser Poland in the
boundaries as defined by Andrzej Kunisz in his in-
ventories of the finds of Roman coins, which would
comprise the modern-day voivodeships (provinc-
es): Lesser Poland, Subcarpathian, Holy Cross
(Swictokrzyskie) as well as parts of the Silesian,
1.6dZ, and Lublin voivodeships.® Likewise, we do
not omit references to the data on some relevant

5 Dymowski 2011 and a number of articles that
record coin finds from various regions of present-day
Poland.

16 Kaczanowski, Margos 2002; Kaczanowski 2017.

17" Kubiak 1978; Idem 1979.

18 Madyda-Legutko 1997.

9 Myzgin 2015a; Idem 2015b; Idem 2017; Idem
2018; Myzgin, Beidin 2012; Idem 2015.

2 Romanowski 2008.

21 Sidarovich 2014.

22 Bodzek 2004; Bodzek, Madyda-Legutko 1997,
Idem 2013; Idem 2018; Zajac 2017.

2 At the present time, Dragan Milutinovi¢, M.A.
(Institute of Archaeology of the University of Wroclaw)
has been working on his doctoral dissertation on the pres-
ence of provincial coinage in the Barbaricum. In antic-
ipation of the results of his work, we shall have, most
likely in a few years’ time, a new study on the problem
of the inflow of provincial coins into the territory of
Central-European Barbaricum.

#* Cf. Myzgin 2018.

25 Kunisz 1969; Idem 1985.

finds from the neighbouring regions.?® Such refer-
ences are significant on account of the anachronis-
tic, from the perspective of Antiquity, character of
the notion “Lesser Poland”.

Leaving out the details of cultural transforma-
tions and putting this issue in more general terms,
it should be said that in the first four centuries AD,
a major part of the historical Lesser Poland, specif-
ically, its western, northern, central, and south-east-
ern areas were settled by the Przeworsk culture
identified with the tribes of the Lugian Federation
(known from some ancient sources), but also with
the Germanic Vandals.?”” Only the north-eastern frag-
ment of Lesser Poland came within the settlement
area of the “Gothic” population associated with
the Wielbark culture and the so-called Mastomecz
group.” As we know, the settlement areas of these
two cultures are not limited to Lesser Poland. To
put it more broadly, the range of the Przeworsk cul-
ture would also cover Silesia and central Poland to
the west of the Vistula, while the Wielbark culture
would also extend to Pomerania and the terrain at
the right bank of the Middle Vistula (valley). The
culture situation in the southern, (sub-)Carpathian
section of the territory under consideration is not
entirely clear, with two possible contributing fac-
tors: infiltration from the Przeworsk culture and the
influence coming from the lands farther south.? It is
quite obvious that taking the culture divisions into
account in an analysis of Roman coin finds is of
significance, although a more generally conceived
analysis cannot be underestimated as it might allow
one to formulate some more comprehensive conclu-
sions concerning the arrival of coins.

Finds of silver coins, i.e., Cappadocian, Lycian,
and Pontic drachmae, from the territories of the
Barbaricum, but also from the Roman Empire, con-
stitute a distinct question as compared with discov-
eries of bronze and billon coins. To date, several
publications have been dedicated to this subject.*
Very few finds representing this type have so far

% The present text does not aspire to give a com-
plete updated list of such finds coming from outside of the
region of Lesser Poland. Such an extensive treatment of
this subject would reach beyond the scope of our article.

27 For further bibliography, cf. Maciatowicz,
Rudnicki and Strobin 2016, esp. 152; Kontny 2016, esp.
169f; Rodzinska-Nowak 2016.

2 Cf. Kokowski 1995; Idem 1999; Cies$linski 2016.

»  Cf. Madyda-Legutko 1995; Idem 1996a; Idem
1996b; Madyda-Legutko, Poleski, Krapiec 2005.

30 Kunisz 1979; Idem 1983; Bodzek 2004; Boguc-
ki, Jurkiewicz, Machajewski 2012; Zajac 2017. Cf. also
Bar 1985.
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been reported from Lesser Poland. One drach-
ma of Amisos in the name of Hadrian comes
from the hoard Nietulisko Mate II (Ostrowiec
Swietokrzyski County),”! while Lycian drachmae
of Trajan (2 pieces) were recorded as part of a
hoard of denarii found at Wojkow (Mielec County)
in the year 18852 as well as in the hoard of Zulice
(Tomaszoéw Lubelski County)?** (2 pieces). In addi-
tion, one Cappadocian drachma, also in the name
of Trajan, is known from the hoard Nietulisko
Mate 1 (Ostrowiec Swietokrzyski County;
PL. 1.1).** Such coin finds have also been reported
from locations situated more to the north, from the
settlement areas of the Przeworsk and Wielbark
cultures. These are primarily pieces found as part
of hoards. Some drachmae of Amisos minted in
Hadrian’s reign had been found in the hoards of
Drzewicz Nowy (Zyrardow County)* and, prob-
ably, of Krzewica (Biata Podlaska County),*
whereas a Lycian drachma of Trajan was among
the coins in a hoard from Ossa-Rywatdzik (Nowe
Miasto Lubawskie County).?” Single finds of such
coins are much less often found. The case in point
here is a Lycian drachma of Trajan unearthed on
the settlement site of the Przeworsk culture at
a locality called Leki Majatek (Kutno County).*®
A Cappadocian drachma of Caracalla, found in the
environs of Piaseczno (Leczna County), should
fall within the same category.’®* To these pieces,
we should also add some unidentified silver coins
with Greek inscriptions which are known from

31 Kunisz 1985: 148, 160. II, no. 396; Mitko-
wa-Szubert 1989; Kaczanowski, Margos 2002: 203ff,
no. 500.

32 Anonymous 1916: 60; Kunisz 1985: 246f, no.
309 I, 3; Kaczanowski, Margos 2002: 347, no. 853;
Zajac 2017.

3 Kunisz 1985: 258f, no. 338, 260; Mielni-
czuk 1997: 261, 263f, 278, no. 93; Feduszka 1999: 78,
no. 60; Paszkiewicz 1999: 103-104; Kaczanowski, Mar-
g0s 2002: 366ff, no. 921; Zajac 2017: 968, note 16.

3 Bodzek 2004; Kaczanowski, Margos 2002:
156ff, no. 499.

35 Kunisz 1973b: 28f, no. 22; Krzyzanowska 1976:
74, no. 1080, tab. XLVI; Kubiak 1978: 208, no. 62;
Kubiak 1979: 291, no. 25.

36 Kunisz 1973b: 57, no. 7; Kubiak 1978: 209,
no. 65; Kubiak 1979: 53, no. 57; Romanowski 2008: 53,
no. 86. 3.

37 Anonymous 1936: 156; Kunisz 1973a: 79,
no. 106; Ciolek 2001: 126ff, no. 198/128.

3% Bogucki, Jurkiewicz, Machajewski 2012: fig. 1;
Zajac 2017: 968.

¥ Dymowski 2009: 16; Idem 2011: 166, no. 464
(Mw 87).
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several different finds.* Due to the nature of these
coin finds, i.e., the fact that they were minted un-
der Trajan and Hadrian (with the exception of the
Cappadocian drachma of Caracalla), but also that
these are mostly drachmae equivalent to a denari-
us*! and, perhaps most of all, that they formed part
(though in a rather small percentage) of hoards
composed of 1%- and 2"-century denarii (found
in both the Roman Empire and the Barbaricum),*
their arrival and distribution within the area of the
Central-European Barbaricum could be connected
with the inflow of silver Imperial coinage of the 1*,
2" (or possibly also the 3™) centuries AD.*® This is
not contradicted by the previously mentioned find
of Trajan’s drachma on the settlement site at L¢ki
Majatek (Kutno County) within a structure dated
to the period ca. 260-280 AD. The authors of the
publication concerning this particular find have
taken note of the good condition of its preserva-
tion, precluding a long period of remaining in cir-
culation and pointing rather to having been stored
for a time in some sort of a safe-box (of a tribe
or a clan), before it would be eventually deposited
in the ground.* From the perspective of archaeo-
logical cultures, the coin finds as described here
have been attested with much consistency across
the areas of the Przeworsk and Wielbark cultures.
Moreover, the hoard of 1%- and 2™-century denarii
from Lyshchytsa (Brest Voblasc”), which included
a Lycian drachma of Trajan, should be associated
with the latter culture.*’

The inflow of provincial bronze and billon
coins (as produced by the mint of Alexandria)
should be considered within a different context.
The best represented group among the finds of

40" The coins likely recorded in the hoards of Brze-
ziny, Wagrowiec County (Kunisz 1979: 79; Mitkowa-
-Szubert 1989: 41; Bogucki, Jurkiewicz, Machajewski
2012: 239) and Trzemeszno, Mogilno County (Kunisz
1973a: 117-118, no. 165; Bogucki, Jurkiewicz, Macha-
jewski 2012: 239).

4 Cf. Krzyzanowska 1976: 15; Kunisz 1979: 65f;
Zajac 2017: 968.

4 Cf. relevant lists in Kunisz 1979; Idem 1983; Bar
1985; Bodzek 2004; Bogucki, Jurkiewicz, Machajewski
2012: 239; Zajac 2017: 968.

4 Cf. Lucchelli 1998: 130-163; Bursche 1996: 58-
65; Reece 2008; Dymowski, Myzgin 2014.

4 Cf. Bogucki, Jurkiewicz, Machajewski 2012:
239f.

4 Sidarovich 2014: 76, 86, no. 17, PI. 3. 5.
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provincial bronze coinage reported from the pres-
ent-day Lesser Poland is formed by pieces minted
in the Balkan provinces. The number taken into ac-
count here refers to the amount of coin finds, not
the number of pieces within them.* This group
comprises coins struck at Viminacium, of the COL
VIM type, coins minted most likely at Apulum, of
the Provincia Dacia type,*’ as well as the municipal
issues of Thrace and Macedonia.

Coins from the mint of Viminacium constitute
by far a majority of finds reported for the area of
Lesser Poland. This fact was already observed by
Andrzej Kunisz, even though he had taken into con-
sideration fewer coin finds at the time.*® To date,
seven finds of this type have been recorded for the
area we are concerned with (cf. Map 1). Three of
them were known to A. Kunisz,* namely a sesterti-
us of Hostilian (251) found in the district Podgorze
of Krakow (Krakow County) before the year 1824
(P1. 1.5),”° a coin of the same denomination in the
name of Trebonianus Gallus (251-253), found at
Tarnéw (Tarnow County) in 1964 (Pl. 1.7)°! and
a sestertius of Philip the Arab (244-249) unearthed
at Krasnik Fabryczny (Krasnik County) in 1954.%
Four more finds of sestertii have been reported

4 If we assume Andrzej Kunisz’s hypothesis that
the hoard from the vicinity of Chetm consisted entirely of
Alexandrian coins to be correct, the volume of 1.5 litres,
as specified in the WNA, should indicate the quantity of
about 200 pieces; cf. Milutinovi¢ 2017: 186, note 21.
Thus, the coins struck in Alexandria would be the largest
group in terms of the number of pieces.

47 Gazdac 2011: 8; Gazdac-Alfoldy, Gazdac 2008:
146; cf. Rakoczy 2018.

4 Kunisz 1973b: 36ft.

4 The recent publication by B. Bori¢-Breskovié
and M. Vojvoda on the circulation of Viminacium coins
is not correct here as it takes note of only one find from
southern Poland (2018: 86, Map 1).

0 Bandtkie 1824-1825 (previously, incorrectly
attributed to S. Girtler); Piotrowicz 1928-1929: 53, no.
3; Gumowski 1958: 117, no. 12; Wielowiejski 1960: no.
607; Kunisz 1969: no. 103 III, Kunisz 1985: 93f, no. 111
III. 3; Kisza 1990: 113f, no. V.A.: 3, tab. IV; Kaczanowski,
Margos 2002: 115, no. 349; Kolendo 2006: 256, no. 17
(coin designated here as AE2, following the publication
by J. Eckhel, Doctrina Nummorum Veterum). The coin
reportedly found “across the Vistula, outside Krakow.”

31 Kunisz 1969: no. 256 1V; Idem 1970: 127-128;
Idem 1985: 218, no. 277 IV (designated AE2).

52 Opozda 1970: 52; Betkowska 1981: 148; Kunisz
1985: 104, no. 113 III.

from Krakow (Pl. 1.6)% and Jakuszowice> (coins
of Trebonianus Gallus (251-253); Pl. 1.4) as
well as from the environs of Tomaszow Lubelski
(Tomaszéw Lubelski County) (one coin in the
name of emperor Trajan Decius (249-251))% and
Hrubieszow (Hrubieszow County) (with one in the
name of Philip the Arab).*

Unlike the above pieces, we know of only one
coin representing the Provincia Dacia type from
the area under consideration, namely a sesterti-
us struck in the year 246/7 in the name of Philip
the Arab, which was found at Brzezie (Wieliczka
County; PI. 1.2).”7

Likewise, we know of just one coin from
a Thracian municipal mint. This is a bronze piece
in the name of Antoninus Pius (138-161) from
Anchialos in Thrace, unearthed at the settle-
ment site of the Przeworsk culture at Jakuszowice

53 As based on an inventory card from the ear-
ly 1950s made at the National Museum in Krakow, the
unrecorded coin from a hoard found at Warszawska
St. (Kunisz 1985: 96, no. 111/VIII). The composition
of this hoard is not exactly known. According to some
older literature, it consisted of debased antoniniani and
some minor bronze coins of several 3%- and 4"-century
emperors, from Gallienus to Theodosius I (Jamka 1963:
191, 193; Kunisz 1985: 96). Although the hoard was de-
posited in the National Museum in Krakow, the turmoil
of the Second World War and the ensuing mixing-up of
many collections rendered any identification of individ-
ual pieces from this assemblage, among the broader nu-
mismatic collection, is very difficult or even impossible.
The Viminacium sestertius of Trebonianus Gallus (inv.
no. MNK-VII-A-4110; cf. SNG Krakéw: 26, no. 49) has
been likely ascribed to the hoard from Warszawska St.
on the basis of a record found on the coin’s ticket. All the
other records on the hoard were lost during the war. It is
noteworthy that the reconstruction of the information on
the origins of the individual pieces of ancient coinage in
the collection of the National Museum in Krakow was al-
ready performed in the years just after the Second World
War by Dr M. Fredro-Boniecka, who served as the muse-
um’s custodian during the interwar period and in the first
several years after the war. It is a matter of speculation to
what extent Dr Fredro-Boniecka may have recalled the
provenance of specific pieces from the collection after
her five years’ wartime absence in the museum.

3 Bursche 1997: 144, no. 104; Bursche, Kacza-
nowski, Rodzinska-Nowak 2000: 105, no. 104.

5 Dymowski 2008a: 56, B; Idem 2011: 224, no.
982 (Mp84).

% Dymowski 2008a: 44, no. 2.

57 Martin 2.81.1; SNG Cop. 130; Pick 27 (identi-
fication: J. Bodzek); cf. Roczkalski, Wtodarczak 2011:
3671, picture 13.2; Kaczanowski 2017: 49, no. 21.6. 9,
tab. XXX VII: 24.
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(Kazimierz County; P1. 1.3).5® Unlike most of the
other Roman coins found at Jakuszowice, this par-
ticular coin find is random, but its connection with
this well-known site from the Roman period is
obvious.

In the context of coins from the Balkan mints,
we should also recall here one Macedonian coin
(as mentioned by Aleksander Bursche and M.
Rudnicki) struck in the year 242 AD, found at
Opatkowice (Proszowice County).” The other
Macedonian specimen from a find in the south of
Poland is a bronze coin of Augustus (27 BC-14 AD),
minted at Philippi. Found at Grédek (Hrubieszow
County) and mentioned by Aleksander Bursche, it
has never been thoroughly published.®

A majority of the coins from Viminacium men-
tioned above can be regarded as single finds, except
for a piece found in Krakow which would have re-
putedly come from the hoard of Warszawska St.®!
The coin found in the vicinity of Hrubieszow may
have formed part of a hoard as well, but there is
no definitive proof to support this view.** In two in-
stances, there are records referring to pieces from
Viminacium as discovered alongside some other
coins,® yet it is difficult to verify them.

A more significant fact is the discovery of
a coin of Trebonianus Gallus (from the mint of
Viminacium) during the regular archaeological
excavation within the settlement of the Przeworsk
culture at Jakuszowice. A similar significance can
be attached to the above-mentioned sestertius of
the Provincia Dacia type in the name of Philip the

¥ AMNG II: 220, no. 414, tab. 6: 3; Varbanov
2002: 16, no. 42; Rudnicki 2014: 2771, no. 4, fig. 4.

% Bursche 1999: 131; Bursche, Kaczanowski,
Rodzinska-Nowak 2000: 119; Rudnicki 2014: 278.

8 Bursche 1999: 129. The coin was found in the
field owned by Piotr Kania in 1998. Its identification
and the authenticity of the find have been confirmed in
a conversation with Prof. Aleksander Bursche. We would
like to thank him for this item of information. The coin,
which is now beyond our reach, has not been published
in detail thus far.

1 Cf. note 52.

2 Dymowski 2008a: 44.

6 Medium Imperial Aes in the name of Domitian
and Trajan are mentioned along with the coin of Hos-
tilian found in Krakow-Podgoérze. It is still uncertain if
those coins come from the same find; cf. Kunisz 1985:
94; Kisza 1990: 113f; Kolendo 2006: 256; the sesterti-
us of Philip the Arab known from Kras$nik Fabryczny is
reported to have been found along with a follis of Con-
stantine the Great. However, as A. Kunisz notes (1985:
104, no. 113 111, note 1), these may have come from two
different finds.
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Arab, found in the course of the regular archaeo-
logical work at the settlement site from the Roman
period at Brzezie. Both instances are validated by
similar coins found to date.

It can be assumed that the finds of coins from
Viminacium as reported from the territory of Lesser
Poland are clustered in two broadly defined terrains.
One of them can be identified in the region of the
Upper Vistula basin, which is clearly related to the
settlement area of the Przeworsk culture,® whereas
the other one is located in the north-eastern section
of the territory, within the area occupied by the set-
tlement of the Wielbark culture or around the bound-
ary between the Wielbark and Przeworsk cultures.®
Such a distribution of the finds of Viminacium coins
could be, at least to a certain extent, the result of the
current state of research in this field, but it is also
possible that it might reflect the actual directions of
their movement (see further on).

At this point, let us add that the finds of coins
from Viminacium, though much less common, have
been reported also from the settlement areas of the
Przeworsk and Wielbark cultures situated farther to
the north. As regards the former culture, one should
mention the environs of Radziejow (Kuyavian-
Pomeranian Voivodeship), where a coin minted at
Viminacium in the name of an unspecified emper-
or may have been found in the year 2005, while
a bronze coin of Trebonianus Gallus produced in
the year 252/253 comes from the area settled by
the Wielbark culture, in this case from somewhere
near Wegréow (Mazovian Voivodeship).t” Although
it may be a reflection of the current state of re-
search (it is notable that A. Kunisz did not know
any finds of Viminacium coins from, as he would
put it, “Central Poland”), it does seem that the
territory of southern Poland, specifically Lesser
Poland, would be exactly where the inflow of such
coinage was more intense. Conversely, it was quite
evidently less significant up north. Interestingly,
we do not know of any relevant coin finds from
Silesia,*® even though such finds have been reported
for the adjoining regions to the east and south of
Lesser Poland. From the area of the Chernyakhov

¢ Specifically, the finds from Krakow-Podgorze,
Warszawska St. in Krakow, Tarnow, and Jakuszowice.

% E.g., the finds from Krasnik Fabryczny, Hru-
bieszéw, and Tomaszow Lubelski.

% Dymowski 2008b: 21; Idem 2011: 146, no. 306
(W52).

7 Dymowski 2008¢: 87f; Romanowski 2008: 139,
no. 232/1; Dymowski 2011: 182, no. 599.

% Which could be possibly related to the current
state of research as well.



ROMAN PROVINCIAL COINS FOUND IN LESSER POLAND: AN OVERVIEW

culture (i.e., generally speaking, from the territo-
ry of present-day Ukraine), we have records of at
least 176 such coin finds,* and of two more from
the present-day state of Belarus. One bronze coin
of Gordian III (238-244) was found a little farther
north of the area settled by the Chernyakhov cul-
ture (Stary Krysk, Homyel” Voblasc”),” while the
other one, which is even more noteworthy, comes
from an unidentified location in the Brest Voblasc’,
1.e., from the settlement area of the Wielbark cul-
ture.”" The latter one, a coin in the name of emper-
or Emilianus (year 253), is doubtful in the opinion
of Vital Sidarovich, but considering its location as
well as some other finds of Viminacium coins in
the name of the same emperor as found within the
area of the Chernyakhov culture, this seems to be
an acceptable option. Farther to the north, in the
area of West Baltic cultures milieu, three coins pro-
duced at Viminacium have been found. Two finds
(coins in the name of Gordian III and Volusianus)
were recovered with the use of metal detectors at
Okunyov (Kaliningrad Oblast) in 2013, while
at Machary (Mragowo County, Poland), a coin of
Philip the Arab was found on the burial ground of
the Bogaczewo culture located there (gravesite no.
209).” Around 50 finds of coins from the colony
of Viminacium have been recorded to the south

% In general, according to the updated details,
these pieces come from various finds: 40 coins of Gor-
dian III, 67 of Philip the Arab, 22 of Trajan Decius, 21
of Trebonianus Gallus, 12 of Volusianus, 5 of Emilianus,
2 of Valerian, and 1 of Gallienus, all produced by the
mint of Viminacium (Myzgin 2017: 26; Myzgin 2018:
92-93). For the most part, these are coins recovered as
a result of detecting activity. The following coin finds
have been published in detail: a coin of Philip the Arab
found at Bratslav, Vinnytsia Oblast (Beidin 2012: 153,
cat. 1), a coin of Trebonianus Gallus from Petrykovtsi
(Beidin 2012: 153, cat. 4); of Trajan Decius from Ko-
shevatoye (Kiev Oblast) (Beidin 2012: 154, cat. 11),
a bronze coin of Trebonianus Gallus at Malopoloviet-
skoye (Kiev Oblast) (Beidin 2012: 154, cat. 12), a bronze
coin of Philip the Arab from the village of Staraya Ush-
nitsa (Khmelnytskyi Oblast) (Beidin 2012: 157, cat. 45),
and a coin of the same emperor from Stryi (Lviv Oblast)
(Piotrowicz 1936: 105, no. 95; Beidin 2012: 154, cat.
17). B. Bori¢-Breskovi¢, M. Vojvoda (2018: 86, Map 1)
follow the data from K. Myzgin and cite 170 coin finds
from Ukraine, 2 from Belarus, and 1 from the area occu-
pied by the milieu of the West Baltic cultures.

70 Sidarovich 2014: 76, cat. 14, P1. 2.8.

I Ibidem: cat. 15, P1. 2.3.

72 FRC PL database no. 17797, 17798.

73 Hollack, Peiser 1904: 21; identification:
A. Bursche.

of the Polish section of the Carpathian range, in
the territory of Slovakia.” As it appears, these are

™ These coin finds are as follows: Hodejov, okres
Rimavska Sobota — a medium bronze coin of Gordian
IIT (Ondrouch 1964: 117, no. 343; Kaczanowski, Mar-
gos 2002: 396, no. 66); Kezmarok — a medium bronze
coin of Philip the Arab (Kolnikova, Hunka 1994: no. 90;
Kaczanowski, Margos 2002: 402, no. 95); Mojmirovce,
okres Nitra — a bronze coin of Trajan Decius (Kolnikova,
Hunka 1994: no. 91; Kaczanowski, Margos 2002: 414-
415, no. 157); Plastovce, okres Levice — a sestertius of
Gordian III (Ondrouch 1964: 117, no. 344; Kaczanowski,
Margos 2002: 423, no. 194); Bratislava — a medium
bronze coin of Gordian IIT (Ondrouch 1964: 116, no.
340), a three sestertii of Philip the Arab (Kolnikova,
Hunka 1994: 75, no. 126; Stoklas 2017: 12, no. 3), two
large bronzes of Philip the Arab (Budaj, Hunka 2018: 96-
97, no. 181, 183), a large bronze of Herennius Etruscus
(Stoklas 2017: 12, n. 4); Doj¢, okres Senica — a sesterti-
us of Gordian III and as of Trebonianus Gallus (Stoklas
2017: 12, no. 6); Hurbanovo, okres Komarno — a sester-
tius of Trajan Decius and Hostilian, a sestertius and an as
of Hostilian, an as of Trebonianus Gallus (Stoklas 2017:
12, no. 7; Budaj, Hunka 2018: 91, no. 170); Chotin,
okres Komarno — a sestertius of Philip the Arab (Kol-
nikova, Hunka 1994: 85, no. 150), a medium bronze of
Philip the Arab and Volusianus (Stoklas 2017: 12, no. 8),
a bronze coin of Philip the Arab (Budaj, Hunka 2018: 85,
no. 165); Komarno — a sestertius of Gordian III (Stoklas
2017: 13, no. 10; Budaj, Hunka 2018: 117, no. 266);
Modrany, okres Komarno — a bronze of Philip the Arab
(Stoklas 2017: 13, no. 12); Nitra — an as of Trebonianus
Gallus (Budaj, Hunka 2018: 117, no. 269); Patince, okres
Komarno — a small bronze of Gordian III (Stoklas 2017:
13, no. 15); Velky Meder, okres Dunajska Streda — a three
sestertii and a large bronze of Gordian 111, a sestertius of
Trajan Decius and Volusianus (Stoklas 2017: 14, no. 20;
Budaj, Hunka 2018: 105, no. 215); Zahorska Ves, okres
Malacky — a sestertius of Philip the Arab (Stoklas 2017:
14, no. 21); Zohor, okres Malacky — a sestertius of Gord-
ian III (Stoklas 2017: 14, no. 22; Budaj, Hunka 2018; 94,
no. 178); Smolenice, okres Trnava — a medium bronze
coin of Philip the Arab (Hlinka, Kolnikova, Kraskovska,
Novak 1978: 27; no. 73); Iza, okres Komarno — a medi-
um bronze coin of Philip the Arab (Hlinka, Kolnikova,
Kraskovska, Novak 1978: 37-38; no. 114); Trencianske
Bohuslavice, okres Tren¢in — a dupondius of Philip the
Arab (Ondrouch 1964: 118, no. 350); Banska Stiavni-
ca — a sestertius of Philip the Arab (Hlinka, Kolnikova,
Kraskovska, Novak 1978: 33; Kaczanowski, Margos
2002: 383, no. 7); Bosacy, okres Trencin — a dupondi-
us of the same emperor (Ondrouch 1964: 118, no. 351)
and finally KoSuty, okres Galanta — a sestertius of Philip
the Arab (Ondrouch 1964: 118, no. 352). More coins had
been found in the hoards of Nové Zamky — a sestertius of
Gordian III, a medium bronze coin of Herenius Etruscus,
a medium bronze coin of Trebonianus Gallus (Ondrouch
1964: 149-150, no. 492), and Iza, okres Komarno —
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mostly single coin finds. In a study of the recent
finds of Roman colonial coinage, B. Stoklas affirms
that a vast majority of colonial coins represent the
3d-century coinage of Viminacium.” Unlike the
territory of Poland, nevertheless, he points to the
crucial role of economic factors such as near-border
trading activity.” In turn, from the historical lands
of Bohemia and Moravia (the modern-day Czech
Republic), we know of five coin finds of this type,
mostly as part of hoards.”” One of those coins was
found within a settlement from the Roman peri-
od. Still, there are records of numerous finds from
the territories farther south (present-day countries
of Austria, Hungary, Slovenia, Croatia, Serbia,
Romania, and Bulgaria), as listed by B. Bori¢-
Breskovi¢ and M. Vojvoda.” From the eastern lands
of Germany, we know of only one recorded find:
a bronze coin in the name of Hostilian (251), found
at Havelberg.”

Such a distribution of finds of coins from
Viminacium in Poland and the neighbouring terri-
tories may suggest that they should have arrived in
the present-day region of Lesser Poland from two
different directions. Thus, the coins accumulated in
the north-eastern part of the contemporary Lesser
Poland, within the settlement area covered by the
Wielbark culture, may have come in from the east
as a result of the contact with the population of the
Chernyakhov culture. Let us recall that both of these
archaeological cultures are associated with Gothic

two medium bronze coins and one sestertius of Gordian
III, one sestertius, one as, and one medium bronze coin
of Philip the Arab, one sestertius of Trajan Decius, and
one medium bronze coin of Trebonianus Gallus (On-
drouch 1964: 152-155, no. 497; Stoklas 2017: 15; Bu-
daj, Hunka 2018: 88, no. 168). Recently, B. Stoklas has
published another sestertius of Gordian III, found at [za
(okres Komarno) (Stoklas 2017: 9, no. 2). Differences in
the nomenclature of particular denominations are due to
the use of various names and designations by the authors
referring to the earlier publications.

5 Stoklas 2017: 10.

7 Ibidem: 11.

7 These are as follows: 3 sestertii of Gordian III
in the hoard of Nova Ves (Militky 2013: c. 151b/3-5);
a sestertius of Philip the Arab in the hoard of Ceska Lipa
(c. 509/2); an unspecified bronze coin of the same emper-
or in the hoard of Vrany (c. 73/2), a sestertius of Trajan
Decius found at Oskofinek (c. 293) and a coin of an uni-
dentified ruler (sestertius) from the settlement of Zaluza-
ny dating from the Roman period (c. 363b/6).

8 Bori¢-Breskovi¢, Vojvoda 2018: 86, Map 1. But
let us notice that the map presented by the authors is not
accurate in this respect.

7 Laser 1980: 159, no. VII. 06-1a.
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elements. A similar hypothesis could be applied
to the coin finds from Wegrow (Wegrow County),
farther up north, and the present-day Belarus (es-
pecially the one from the Brest Voblasc’). It is also
possible that such coins may have reached the set-
tlement area of the West Baltic cultures (the mod-
ern-day region of Mazuria and the Kaliningrad
Oblast) through the contact with the people of the
Chernyakhov culture. Such a direction of the inflow
of the coins in question is apparently confirmed by
the map of the finds of the Viminacium coinage
included in the article by B. Bori¢-Breskovi¢ and
M. Vojvoda.*® Unfortunately, both the map and the
text of the article leave out a certain part of the finds
localized to the north of the Carpathians, thus dis-
torting the view of the movement of Viminacium
coins into the territory of Lesser Poland, in particu-
lar as regards the previously mentioned finds from
the river basin of the Upper Vistula. Although in this
case as well, the possibility of the inflow of such
coins from the east cannot be ruled out, we believe
it is plausible that they might have arrived from the
southern (present-day Slovakia) or south-western
(Bohemia and Moravia) directions. This may have
been possible in consideration of the above relevant
pieces as recorded in Slovakia (with a bronze coin
of Gordian III found at Hadejov being the closest to
Poland) and the Czech Republic.

The chronological structure of the coins from
Viminacium as found in Lesser Poland falls with-
in the years 244-253 AD. At the same time, cer-
tain differences which may be, to some extent, the
outcome of a coincidence arising from a limited
number of discoveries can be discerned between
the “Wielbark” and “Upper-Vistula” clusters of
finds. In the former one, the records include coins
of Philip the Arab (2) and Trajan Decius (1), but
including the area more to the north of Lesser
Poland, also bronze pieces of Trebonianus Gallus
(1) and Emilianus (1). A slightly different struc-
ture is characteristic of the finds coming from the
Upper Vistula region, with a prevailing share of
coins in the name of Trebonianus Gallus (3), com-
plemented with a random bronze coin of Hostilian.
Compared with the finds reported from Ukraine,
Slovakia, and the Czech Republic (Bohemia and
Moravia), the finds from the territory of Poland are
marked by the absence of coins minted in the reign
of Gordian III (238-244). It is also worth noting
here that the mint of Viminacium began to operate
in October 239,%! and continued its activity with

80 Bori¢-Breskovi¢, Vojvoda 2018: 88, Map 1.
81 Dusani¢ 1976: 58.
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some interruptions only up to the year 254-255.%
The production of coins by this establishment is re-
lated directly to the decline in minting activity dur-
ing this particular period and the filling in for the
shortage of bronze currency in the Balkan provinces
(hence the particularly wide range of circulation).®

Unlike the above, coin finds of the Provincia
Dacia type are very uncommon among the numis-
matic discoveries over the territories of the Central-
and Eastern-European Barbaricum.® In Poland, we
have not recorded coin finds of this type, except for
the above-mentioned find from Brzezie (in Lesser
Poland). Likewise, they have not been reported
from Slovakia and the Czech Republic. In the area
of the Chernyakhov culture, a coin find of this type
is known from Pervomaysk (Nikolayev Oblast),
where a coin in the name of Philip the Arab was
found,® and Nizhniy Bishkin (Kharkiv Oblast) — a
bronze coin of Hostilian.*® These coins must have
come in directly from the south. Also, the last-men-
tioned finds from Ukraine and the coin found at
Brzezie point to the movement of the Provincia
Dacia type into Central and Eastern Europe and
should attest to the fact that their particular status is
rather due to what we know from the current state
of our research. On the other hand, the inflow might
not have been very intense on account of the pro-
duction-related factors and the nature of the circula-
tion of such coinage.?’

It is difficult to think of reasons other than the
current state of the research to explain the presence
of just one coin from a Thracian mint reported for
the region of Lesser Poland as well as the total ab-
sence of pieces from the municipalities of Lower
Moesia,* especially as relatively numerous finds of
such coins have been known from both central and
northern Poland (but these are mostly from the period
of the Severan dynasty).*” Such coins have also been

82 Bori¢-Breskovi¢, Vojvoda 2018: 74.

8 Ibidem: 86.

8 A. Kunisz (1973b: 37) and A. Bursche (1984:
241) do not know of any such coin finds from the area of
the Central- and Eastern-European Barbaricum.

85 Beidin 2012: 155, no. 18.

86 Ibidem: 155, no. 27.

8 Cf. Kunisz 1973b: 37; Gazdac 2008: 275-
277; Gazdac-Alfoldy, Gazdac 2005: 651-653; Gazdac,
Alfoldy-Gazdac 2008: 139-146; cf. Rakoczy 2015: 551f.

8 This is in contrast to the coin finds from some
other regions of the Central- and Eastern-European
Barbaricum.

8 Environs of Warsaw — Caracalla?, Thracian
or Moesian mint, Nikopolis? (Romanowski 2008: 138,
no. 228/1; Dymowski 2011: 181, no. 591 (Mw 133));
Mokracz, Belchatow commune — a bronze coin of

reported from the territories adjacent to Poland such
as the present-day countries of Belarus,” Ukraine,’

Caracalla struck at Serdica (Kubiak 1978: 209, no. 66);
Sulejow — a bronze coin minted at Marcianopolis in the
name of Caracalla (Kubiak 1978: 210, no. 71); Nawi-
ady, Piecki commune — a bronze coin of Caracalla struck
at Serdica, found along with a bronze piece of Severus
Alexander from the mint of Rome (Kubiak 1978: 209,
no. 67); Wawrochy, Szczytno commune — a bronze coin
of Heliogabalus struck at Marcianopolis, found during
the excavations (Kubiak 1978: 210, no. 72); Gdansk
— a bronze medallion of Caracalla struck at Peryntos
(Ciotek 2001: 58, no. 77/5).

% Adamenka, Mahilou Voblasc’ — a bronze coin of
Geta struck at Augusta Traiana (Sidarovich 2014: 75, cat.
6); Horval’, Homyel’ Voblasc’ — a bronze coin of Gordi-
an III struck at Hadrianopolis (Sidarovich 2014: 75, cat.
8, PL. 2.1); raion Mazyr, Homyel’ Voblasc’ — a bronze
coin of Gordian IIT and Tranquilina struck at Anchialos
(Sidarovich 2014: 75f, cat. 11, PI. 2.2); Buiaki, Brest Vo-
blasc’ — a coin of the same emperor minted at Deultum
(Sidarovich 2014: 76, cat. 7, PI. 2.3); Haradzets, Brest
Voblasc’ — also a bronze coin of Gordian III struck at
Deultum (Sidarovich 2014: 75, cat. 9, Pl. 2.4); Rubashki
(formerly Brody), Vitebsk Voblasc’ — a bronze coin of
Philip II struck at Tomis (Sidarovich 2014: 85, cat. 10).

%l Krutogorb, Vinnytsia Oblast — a bronze coin
of Gordian III and Tranquilina struck at Marcianopolis
(Beidin 2012: 153, cat. 3); Rayki, Zhitomir Oblast —
a bronze medallion of Heliogabalus struck at Philippop-
olis (Beidin 2012: 153, cat. 5); Krylos, Ivano-Frankivsk
Oblast — a bronze coin of Philip the Arab from Marcian-
opolis (Beidin 2012: 154, cat. 7); Chernin, Kiev Oblast
— a bronze coin of Heliogabalus struck at Marcianopolis
(Beidin 2012: 154, cat. 14); Peresopnica, Rivne Oblast
— a bronze coin of Septimius Severus from Marcianopo-
lis (Beidin 2012: 155, cat. 21); Rovienski Uyezd, Rivne
Oblast — a bronze coin of Macrinus from Marcianopo-
lis (Beidin 2012: 155, cat. 22); Gardnikovtsi, Ternopil’
Oblast — a bronze coin of Gordian III from an uniden-
tified mint in Thrace (Beidin 2012: 155, cat. 24); Kotsi-
ubinchyki, Ternopil”’ Oblast — a bronze coin of Gordian III
from an unidentified mint in Thrace (Beidin 2012: 153,
cat. 26); Bronikovka, Khmelnytskyi Oblast — a bronze
coin of Gordian III struck at Marcianopolis (Beidin 2012:
157, cat. 38); Malevtsi, Khmelnytskyi Oblast — a bronze
coin of Caracalla struck at Philippopolis and a bronze
coin of Gordian III struck at Nikopolis ad Istrum (Bei-
din 2012: 157, cat. 40 and 42); Satanov, Khmelnytskyi
Oblast — a bronze coin of Gordian III and Tranquilina
struck at Anchialos (Beidin 2012: 157, cat. 44); Yurkov-
ka, Cherkasy Oblast — a bronze coin of the same emperor
struck at Hadrianopolis (Beidin 2012: 157, cat 50). Fur-
thermore, as based on the current analysis of the finds
from Ukraine, there are records of 88 coins minted at
Marcianopolis, mainly in the reigns of Caracalla, Elaga-
balus, Severus Alexander, Macrinus, and Gordian III;
35 coins struck at Nikopolis ad Istrum, 25 — at Tomis,
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and the Czech Republic.”” Of particular note here
is the great number of finds related to the area of
the Chernyakhov culture. To date, the bronze coin
of Antoninus Pius found at Jakuszowice has been
something of an exception in the south of Poland.
Incidentally, although minted in the 2™ century AD,
this particular piece may have been brought into the
settlement of Jakuszowice much later, sometime
during the 3" century.

On the other hand, the single coins of
Macedonia as reported from Opatkowice (Krakow
County) and Grodek (Sokotow County) should fit
in with the picture of very rare finds of this type
from the regions of central and northern Poland as
well as from the neighbouring countries. Apart from
the above pieces, we know of only one coin find of
this kind in Poland: a bronze coin in the name of
Caracalla (197-217), most likely from Dion, found
at Lecze (Elblag County).” Similar single finds of
Macedonian coins have been recorded in Belarus*
and the Czech Republic.”” Overall, we have the in-
formation on 50 coins from Macedonian mints as
found over the area of the Chernyakhov culture.*

8 — at Istrios, mostly under the Severan dynasty and Gor-
dian III; 19 — at Odessos and 6 — at Dionysopolis, mainly
in the reign of Gordian III; 82 coins struck at Deultum un-
der Severus Alexander, Gordian III and Philip the Arab;
35 coins minted at Anchialos mainly under Maximinus
Thrax and Gordian III; 32 coins struck at Hadrianopolis
mainly during the reigns of Caracalla and Gordian III;
19 coins of Serdica, mostly from Caracalla’s reign;
17 coins of Mesembria, mainly from the reigns of Gor-
dian III and Philip the Arab; 16 coins struck at Augus-
ta Traiana and 13 coins from Pautalia, struck under
Caracalla; 9 coins struck at Bizye; 7 — at Philippopolis
and 3 — at Byzantium (Myzgin 2017: 26; Idem 2018: 90).

2 These coins may have likely been part of some
larger assemblages (hoards): NeznaSov — a bronze coin of
Gordian III struck at Dionysopolis (Militky 2013: c. 690/1);
Nespeky —a bronze coin of Antoninus Pius from Philippop-
olis (Militky 2013: c. 40/1); Stary Kolin — a bronze coin of
Commodus from Philippopolis (Militky 2013: ¢. 178/13).

% Bogucki et al. 2006.

% Raion Krupki, Minsk Voblasc’ — a bronze coin of
Philip the Arab minted at Thessalonica (Sidarovich 2014:
86, cat. 16. P1. 2.10). Vital Sidarovich considers this coin
find to be uncertain.

% Horineves — a bronze coin of Caracalla struck at
Stobi (Militky 2013: c. 431/1).

% Malevtsi, Khmelnitskyi Oblast — a dupondius of
Caracalla struck at Edessa (Beidin 2012: 157, cat. 41). To
date, coins from the following mints have been recorded:
10 — struck at Thessalonica, mainly in the reign of Sever-
us Alexander; 5 — at Pella; 4 — at Edessa; 3 — at Stobi;
3 — at Amphipolis; 1 from Dium as well as 23 pseudo-
-autonomous pieces issued most likely during the reign
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The absence of 3"-century Thracian, Moesian, and
Macedonian coins in Lesser Poland may indicate
a different direction (other than from the south)
of inflow for such coinage. In fact, they may have
reached the regions of central Poland and Pomerania
from the south-east, from the settlement area of
the Chernyakhov culture, or from the south-west,
i.e., from the territory of the modern-day Czech
Republic.

Many years ago, Aleksander Bursche contest-
ed the commercial causes of the inflow of Thracian
and Lower-Moesian coins into the territories of
the Barbaricum, pointing to the political nature of
this phenomenon,’” especially such factors as the
relation between the movement of such coinage
and the Gothic Wars (256-270 AD) as well as the
service of Germanic (Gothic) detachments in the
Roman army.”® In consequence, coins from Lower
Moesia, Thrace, the colony of Viminacium and the
Provincia Dacia, and possibly from Macedonia,
may have been brought into the territorial space of
the Barbaricum as a result of such relations. As for
the present-day region of Lesser Poland, another
significant factor may have been the redistribution
of such coinage within the bounds of the Barbarian
world specifically as a consequence of the relations/
contact among the populations of the Chernyakhov,
Wielbark, and Przeworsk cultures, or possibly be-
tween the population living across the territories to
the north of the Carpathians and those who inhab-
ited the lands to the south of this mountain range.
The character of those relations remains an open
question, but the participation of organized military
groups/bands of warriors from the Wielbark and/
or Przeworsk cultures in incursions into the Roman
Empire is a very likely field of activity.

South-east is also the direction of inflow with
which we should associate the Lesser Poland finds
of coins minted in the names of the rulers of the
Bosporan Kingdom between the 1% century BC
and the 3" century AD as well as coins produced
in Olbia in the early centuries AD. Bosporan coins
have been known from several finds reported from
the region of the historically defined Lesser Poland.
Since an analysis of this type of coin finds is given
elsewhere, in the present text we have included only
a summary of the most important conclusions.”

of Gordian IIT (Myzgin 2017: 26; Idem 2018: 90).

7 Bursche 1984: 241f; Idem 1996: 118.

% For the relation between the inflow of Roman
provincial coinage and the Gothic Wars, cf. also, e.g.,
Brajcevskij 1959: 54; Myzgin 2011: 323; Magomedov
2006: 47; Beidin et al. 2006: 126; Beidin 2012: 150.

% Cf. Bodzek, Madyda-Legutko 2013; Idem 2018.
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Four such coins have been found in Lesser Poland,
all of them representing bronze issues and recorded
either in the settlement area of the Przeworsk cul-
ture or in the Polish Carpathians. Generally speak-
ing, they had been struck between the turn of the
I** century BC and the 1% century AD and the first
half of the 3™ century AD. The earliest dated coin
represents the issue with the monogram BAE, al-
legedly found at Nowy Sacz-Zabelcze (Nowy
Sacz County; Pl. 1.10).'% Another coin, struck in
the name of Cotys 1 (45/46-67/8), was found at
Zarzecze (Przeworsk County; Pl 1.12),'° while
one coin of Rescuporis II (68/9-93) was report-
ed to have been part of a hoard from Gorlice-
-Glinik Mariampolski (Gorlice County, P1. 1.8),!%
which also contained an autonomous coin minted
at Olbia in the 2" century AD (Pl. 1.9). Finally,
a coin in the name of Rescuporis 111 (211/2-228/9)
was reportedly found at Stanigtki (Niepotomice
County, PI. 1.11).1% As a matter of fact, all those
coins had been discovered prior to the year 1958:
in two cases, it was already during the second half
of the 19" century and in one, before the Second
World War. The lack of any factual information on
the circumstances and the character of each spe-
cific find have an impact on appraising the credi-
bility of some of them. Moreover, it is somewhat
surprising that there have been no new coin finds
of this type from the region of Lesser Poland re-
ported in recent years. On the other hand, some
new discoveries of Bosporan coins reported for
central Poland validate the movement of coin-
age of this type into the territory of present-day
Poland. The case in point are the coins found at

10 Gumowski 1958: 117, no. 30; Madyda-Legut-
ko 1995: 118, no. 469; Idem 1996: 47; Bodzek, Mady-
da-Legutko 2013: 69; Idem 2018. The circumstances of
the finding of this coin are unknown, which bears on the
credibility of this coin find.

101 Piotrowicz 1936; Bodzek, Madyda-Legutko
1999: 142-143; Idem 2013: 69; Idem 2018.

102 Skowronek 1973; Kubiak 1978: 195, no. 9;
Madyda-Legutko 1995: 11, no. 177; Idem 1996: 47,
Bodzek, Madyda-Legutko 2013: 69; Idem 2018. From
the hoard of originally about 200 pieces, only 4 coins
have survived. According to the first publication of this
deposit, with no photographs of the coins, all of the four
surviving pieces were minted in the Bosporan Kingdom
and at Olbia. Nevertheless, the subsequent verification of
the assigned designations led to the changes in the attri-
bution of two coins, effectively as having been struck at
Korykos in Cilicia and at Knossos on the island of Crete,
respectively. This is not without a significant impact on
the reliability of the numismatic find in question.

103 Pijotrowicz 1936: 104; Kubiak 1978: 201, no. 34.

Sktoty (Kutno County)'™ and Gaski (Inowroctaw
County).!% A great number of coins in the names
of the rulers of the Bosporan Kingdom have been
found and reported from the settlement area of the
Chernyakhov culture,'® but few from the territo-
ry of modern-day Belarus.!” This would point to
the eastern or south-eastern direction of the inflow
of the coins under consideration, as a result of
the interaction between the peoples that inhabit-
ed the territories of the modern-day countries of
Ukraine and Poland in Antiquity. Differences in
the numbers of the relevant finds would indicate
that the lands of today’s Poland were rather on
a margin of the main channels of inflow for the
coinage of this type. The disproportion appears to
be even larger in view of an unprecedented surge
in coin finds recorded in Ukraine as caused by the
increased activity of detectorists.'” Not many finds
of Bosporan coins are known from the territory of
Dacia, which perhaps may not allow us to rule out
the possibility of at least some partial south-eastern

14 The so-called double denarius of Inintimaos
(234/5-238/9); cf. Bodzek, Madyda-Legutko 2013; Idem
2018.

195 A bronze coin of an unidentified Bosporan ruler
from the 2" century AD; cf. Idem.

1% In 2012, K. Myzgin and G. Beidin took note
of 44 such finds reported for the territory of Ukraine
(Myzgin, Beidin 2012: 63-73, cat. 1-44). As for other rel-
evant pieces, let us mention two staters of Rescuporis V
(242/3-276/7) found on a site from the Roman period at
Komariv, Chernivtsi Oblast (Myzgin 2013) and a hoard
from a locality called Ksizovo (Beidin, Myzgin 2015).
The finds from Komariv are particularly significant in
that they have been unearthed at a site of the Chernyak-
hov culture during the regular archaeological excava-
tions. It should be stressed that the amount of finds of
Bosporan coins in Ukraine and Russia has been growing.
In G. Beidin’s more recent works, there are references
to as many as 85 coin finds (2017) and to 519 pieces of
Bosporan coinage found to date (2018: 13).

17 Minsk — an electron stater of Sauromates II
(173/174-210/211) (Sidarovich 2014: 83, cat. 2; Myzgin,
Beidin 2012: 75, no. 57) and a bronze coin of Rescu-
poris IV (242/243-276/277) (Sidarovich 2014: 84, cat. 3;
Myzgin, Beidin 2012: 75, no. 58); Maladzyechna, Minsk
Voblasc’ — a bronze coin of Rescuporis V (242/243—
276/277) (Sidarovich 2014: 84, cat. 4; Myzgin, Beidin
2012: 75, no. 59); Rusilaitka—Navasiolki, Hrodna Vo-
blasc’ — a bronze coin of Mithridates III (39/40-45/46)
(Sidarovich 2014: 84, cat. 5; Myzgin, Beidin 2012: 75,
no. 60).

1% 'We have details of new coin finds found there
especially from scholars such as Dr Kiryll Myzgin, who
has recorded many new discoveries on the basis of infor-
mation obtained from detectorists.
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direction of inflow.'” It should be noted that very
few finds of Bosporan coins minted during the
early centuries AD have also been reported from
Germany,''? but it does not affect the general con-
clusions on the direction of their inflow movement.
Another noteworthy fact is that among Polish finds
of Bosporan coinage there are no pieces struck later
than the 230s AD, with most of the coins found dat-
ing from the 1%-2" centuries AD. This would sug-
gest that some of them might have arrived well be-
fore the Gothic Wars or possibly during that period
(256-270 AD).'"! Should we assume the hoard of
Gorlice-Glinik Mariampolski to be authentic, it is
possible to recognize that the Bosporan coins ar-
rived in the regions of southern Poland from the
south-eastern direction along with coins of Olbia
produced in the course of the 1%-2" centuries AD
and perhaps at least some lesser quantities of coins
struck by the mints of Asia Minor and Greece.'"?
But let us note that one find of an Olbian coin
dating from the 1* century AD has also been report-
ed from Moravia (location: Brno-Slatina), which
may suggest the movement of such coins into the
regions north of the Carpathian range from the
south.'"

Coins produced by the mints in the northern
regions of Asia Minor are not commonly found in
the present-day Lesser Poland. All we know are

199 A bronze coin of Sauromates I (93/94-122/123)
was found at Horia, Tulcea County (Mitrea 1964: 380,
no. 52; Kunisz 1992: 158) and another bronze piece of
Aspurgos at Poiana, Galati County (Mitrea 1978: 366,
no. 63, fig. 2. 2-3); cf. Bodzek, Madyda-Legutko 2018:
78. The last-mentioned coin is of particular significance
as it was found and recorded during regular archaeolog-
ical works.

110 Referring to the following finds from Germa-
ny: Wiebelskirchen — AE of Sauromates I and Totorses
— FMRD, Abt. 3, Saarland: 123, 1080/ 1-2; Gross-Gerau
— a bronze coin of Sauromates I — FMRD, Abt. 5, Bd
3, Hessen, Darmstadt; Kirchberg — coins of Totorses,
Rescuporis VI as well as coins dating from the period
from the 1% century BC to the 3 century AD — FMRD,
Abt. 5, Bd 3, Hessen, Kassel: 37f, nos. 3011/7 and 9; 67,
no. 3038, 1-2.

K. Myzgin and G. Beidin (2012: 60f) have clas-
sified the finds of Bosporan coins from Ukraine into the
following three chronological: 1. Coins minted before
the period of the Gothic Wars; 2. Coins minted and in
circulation during the Gothic Wars; 3. Coins minted after
the period of the Gothic Wars. Finds from Poland can be
associated with the first two groups.

112 Cf. Bodzek, Madyda-Legutko 2018.

13 On this coin find, see Militky 2004; Bodzek,
Madyda-Legutko 2018: 73.
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just two finds of such coins, one of them found by
archaeologists and the other one being possibly a
randomly found piece. The former coin, a large
bronze coin of Caracalla struck at Caesarea in
Cappadocia, was found during the archaeological
work on the site of the settlement of the Przeworsk
culture at Jakuszowice (P1. 1.15)."* Unfortunately,
this coin find has no specific archaeological con-
text as it comes from surface layers as a result of
prospecting with the use of a metal detector. The
other one, a small autonomous bronze piece from
Temnos in Aeolia, datable broadly to the period
117-268 AD, was unearthed as a random find
at Zabrodzie (Zarnowiec commune, Zawiercie
County; Pl1. 1.16).'"%

Basically, both of those coins should be linked
with the settling activity of the Przeworsk culture.
In this context, the coin find of Jakuszowice, re-
ported during the process of regular archaeological
works from the area settled in the Roman period,
is of particular importance. Several finds of piec-
es produced by the mints of the northern provinces
of Asia Minor have been known from Silesia, but
also from central and northern Poland. For instance,
a Nicomedian bronze piece in the name of Severus
Alexander found near Jastrzebie-Zdroj in Silesia
should be associated with the Przeworsk culture.''®
The settlement area of the same culture is also
where a bronze coin issued in Hadrian’s reign by
the Bithynian Koinon has been found (Kozlubow,
Uniejow commune).!'” In turn, a bronze coin of
Gordian III from Nikaia was found at Kotozab
(Ptonsk County) in the right-bank part of Mazovia,
which was settled by the population of the Wielbark
culture in the early centuries of the first millennium
AD. This piece was recovered from the necropolis
dating from the Roman period."® Finally, a large
bronze coin in the name of Severus Alexander mint-
ed at Prusias in Bithynia was unearthed at Kiejkuty
Stare (Szczytno County).'"” The latter find could be
associated with the milieu of the West Baltic cul-
tures. To the list of coins produced by the mints of
northern Asia Minor, we could also add a coin of

14 Bursche 1997: 143, no. 98, tab. VIII; Bursche,
Kaczanowski, Rodzinska-Nowak 2000: 105, tab. I,
no. 74.

15 Cf. SNG Cop. 274; SNG v. Aulock 1677.

116 This piece was initially misidentified as a bronze
coin of Alexandria (Lonak 2005: 92, no. 112C; Bursche
2007: 211; Ciotek 2008: 88, no. 132).

17 Dymowski 2011: 156, no. 377 (Mw47).

18 Paszkiewicz 2000: 26; Romanowski 2008: 50,
no. 78/1.

119 Kubiak 1978: 208, no. 63.
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Caracalla struck at Midaeum in Phrygia, which was
found at Dabie near Krosno Odrzanskie (Krosno
County), i.e., within the area of the Luboszyce cul-
ture'” and a pseudo-autonomous bronze piece of
Hephaestia in Lemnos, an island situated off the
north-western coast of Asia Minor, reported from
Babolin (Inowroctaw County)."?! This latter piece is
of particular note due to the fact that it was found in
the area of Gaski-Wierzbiczany-Babolin, which is
known for its richness in numismatic finds, includ-
ing provincial coinage. The previously mentioned
Bosporan coin find comes from the locality of
Gaski as well.

Besides, a coin from the southern part of
Asia Minor was found in Lesser Poland as well,
but the authenticity of the discovery of an auton-
omous bronze piece struck at Korykos in Cilicia,
which would have reputedly come from the hoard
of Glinik Mariampolski (now a part of Gorlice;
PI. 1.14), should raise some questions and the infor-
mation about it should be treated with much reserva-
tion.'?? Finds of coins from the southern provinces of
Asia Minor are also known from Silesia and central
Poland. Allegedly, a coin from an unspecified mint
in Pisidia was found near the Lower-Silesian town
of Nowa Ruda (Ktodzko County).'” In the region
of Kuyavia, one small pseudo-autonomous coin
from Apollonis in Lydia was unearthed in a field in
2015 (Janocin, Inowroctaw County). Overall, more
than 40 other Roman coins have been found there.'**
Finds of coins minted at Antioch in Pisidia were
reported from the following two places: Lodz —
a bronze coin of Philip the Arab found during con-
struction works before the year 1952,'% and Kuty
(Wegorzewo County) — a bronze coin in the name
of Gallienus unearthed during ploughing work.'?
The former can be linked to the settlement of the

120 Dymowski, Jellonek 2017: 246.

121 Dymowski, Wiecek 2018: 169.

122 Bodzek, Madyda-Legutko 2018.

122 Cf. Lonak 2005: 148, no. 202.1. The coin was
reported to have come from a hoard of bronze pieces.
W. Lonak makes no reference to any mint, only quoting
(apparently, in extenso) a description from the records of
acquisitions of the Miinzkabinett in Berlin. Yet it should
be noted that the hoard was of an uncertain provenance,
with bronze coins of Syracuse, Pisidia, Alexandria, but
also some antoniniani and bronze pieces from the 4" cen-
tury in its composition. Most probably, this assemblage
of coins should be considered as a collection brought
over to Poland in modern times (cf. Bursche 2007: 212).

124 Dymowski, Wiecek 2018: 176-177.

125 Gupieniec 1954: 44; Kubiak 1979: 58; Bursche
1996: 197; Kaczanowski, Margos 2002: 135.

126 Antoniewicz 1955: 358-360.

Przeworsk culture, while the latter — with the West
Baltic culture milieu.

A comparatively high number of coins and
medallions minted in Asia Minor have also been
recorded throughout the settlement area of the
Chernyakhov culture, in the territory of the pres-
ent-day Ukraine,'” whereas just one coin from
the mint of Parium has been found and reported

127" These are as follows: a bronze coin of Gord-
ian IIT from Tium, found at Belayevka, Odessa Oblast
(Myzgin 2012: 197, no. 1); a bronze coin of Caracalla
from Cessarium, found at Poniatovka, Odessa Oblast
(Myzgin 2012: 197, no. 2); a bronze coin of Macrinus
from Sinope, found near the village of Dumanov, Khmel-
nytskyi Oblast (Myzgin 2012: 197, no. 3; Beidin 2012:
157, no. 39); a bronze coin of Gallienus struck at Ephe-
sus, found near the village of Shymkovtsi, Khmielnytskyi
Oblast (Myzgin 2012: 197, no. 4); a bronze coin of Gord-
ian III struck at Nikaia, found at Malievtsi, Khmelnytskyi
Oblast (Beidin 2012: 157, cat. 43); a bronze coin of
Gordian III minted at Trebizond, found near the village
of Khrushchovaya Nikitovka, Kharkiv Oblast (Myzgin
2012: 197, no. 6); a bronze coin of Saloninus struck at
Amisos, found at Pavlovo, Kharkiv Oblast (Beidin 2012:
156, cat. 28); a bronze coin of Heliogabalus struck at
Trebizond, found at Starye Valki (Beidin 2012: 156, cat.
30); a bronze coin of Caracalla from Sinope, found at
Taranovka, Kharkiv Oblast (Beidin 2012: 156, cat. 31);
a bronze coin of Julia Domna and a coin of in the name
of an unidentified emperor struck at Trebizond, found
at Khvorostovo, Kharkiv Oblast (Beidin 2012: 156, cat.
32-33); a bronze coin of Gordian III struck at Trebizond,
found at Khrushchevaya Nikitovka, Kharkiv Oblast
(Beidin 2012: 156, cat. 34); a bronze coin of Severus
Alexander minted at Caesarea in Cappadocia, found at
Yavtuchovka, Kharkiv Oblast (Beidin 2012: 156, cat.
36); a bronze coin of Gordian III struck at Trebizond,
found at Zinkov, Poltava Oblast (Beidin 2012: 155, cat.
19); a bronze coin of Gallienus struck at Ephesus, found
at Shymkovtsi, Ternopil” Oblast (Beidin 2012: 157, cat.
46); a bronze coin of Lucius Verrus minted in Asia Mi-
nor, found at Smila, Cherkasy Oblast (Beidin 2012: 157,
cat. 49). Among other finds, let us mention four bronze
medallions struck in the cities of Asia Minor. A medal-
lion of Hadrian struck at Ephesus, found in Vinnytsia or
Zhytomyr Oblast (Myzgin 2015: 106, cat. 1, pl. 1, fig.
1). The other ones were minted at Pergamon: a medal-
lion of Septimius Severus found at Lomachintsi, Cher-
nivtsi Oblast (Myzgin 2015: 106, cat. 2, pl. 1, fig. 2) and
two medallions of Caracalla found somewhere between
the villages of Borshevtsi and Mogyliv-Podil’skyi, Vin-
nytsia Oblast (Myzgin 2015: 107, cat. 3, pl. 1, fig. 3), and
Kurovechka, Khmelnytskyi Oblast (Myzgin 2015: 107,
cat. 3, pl. 2, fig. 4); a hoard of Kiev found in the year
1876 may have contained 44 coins struck at Antioch in
Pisidia, but this item of information is uncertain (Kunisz
1973b: 33).
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from Belarus (Bautsichy, Hrodna Voblasc’).!?® The
hoard found at Stary Kolin (Czech Rep.) consisted
of Imperial and provincial coins of Thrace alongside
some bronze pieces of Severus Alexander struck
at Nikaia'” and in the name of Gordian III from
Cius."" In the territory of Slovakia, a bronze coin of
Commodus minted at Prusa ad Olympum has been
reported from Podunajské Biskupice (a municipal
district of Bratislava)."”! For the most part, bronze
coins from the mints of Asia Minor as recorded to
date come from the western and southern parts of the
peninsula, while there are no finds coming from the
north-eastern section of Asia Minor. Nonetheless,
a large number of coins from those regions have
been reported for the area to the east of the Dnepr.
Similarities among the coins dating from the 2" and
3" centuries as found in Lesser Poland and over the
area west of the Dnepr would suggest similar forms
of contact with the Roman Empire.'*

It appears that a majority of coins produced
by the mints of the provinces of Asia Minor have
reached the space of Central-European Barbaricum,
including the present-day Lesser Poland, as a result
of political relations between the Barbarian peo-
ple(s) and the Imperium Romanum. This should
concern the coins struck by the mints located in the
northern part of Asia Minor as well as those from
other regions of the peninsula. At least some of them
became Barbarian property in connection with the
Gothic raids on Asia Minor after the year 250 AD.!*
Still, it ought to be noted that some pieces may have
arrived in the territories of Central- and Eastern-
European Barbaricum through Moesia and Thrace,
rather than directly from the provinces of Asia Minor.
Numerous finds attesting to the presence in Moesia
of coins produced in the Bithynian city of Nicaea
come from such localities as Pecine, the necropo-
lis of Viminacium.'** Hence, such coins may have
come into Poland through Ukraine or directly from
the south, through Slovakia or the historical lands of
Bohemia (modern-day Czech Republic).

Very limited and partly uncertain group
among the finds reported from the present-day
Lesser Poland is formed by coins minted in the
Levant, Syria, and Mesopotamia. In the first
place, we should mention a bronze coin struck in

128 Sidarovich 2014: 86, no. 18.

129 Militky 2013: 158, no. 178/17.

130 Tbidem: no. 178/18.

Bl Kolnikova, Hunka 1994: 63, no. 79.

132 Cf. Myzgin 2018: 93-95.

133 Salamon 1971: 128; Kunisz 1973b: 32; Myzgin
2018: 97; Dymowski, Wiecek 2018: 169.

134 Vojvoda 2017.
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the 1% or 2™ century AD at Ascalon found at
Zarzecze (P1. 1.17).1% According to the archival re-
cords, the coin was found on 2 August 1882, yet it
would remain to be unidentified for a long time.!*
There have basically been no comparable coin finds
from Lesser Poland. The coins of Heliogabalus from
Tyr (found at Wachock (Starachowice County)) and
Nero from Caesarea in Palestine (reported from
Nowa Stupia (Kielce County)) are considered to
be uncertain.”’” From the regions of central and
western Poland, we know of several more coins
produced in the East. In the 1960s, a bronze piece
of Severus Alexander, struck at Nisibis, was found
during surveying works performed near Zuromin
(Zuromin County)."® Coins of Antioch in Syria, in
the names of Antoninus Pius, Severus Alexander,
and Trebonianus Gallus, have been found in cen-
tral Poland, at Krzyz Wielkopolski (Czarnkoéw-
-Trzcianka County),' in L6dZz,'* as well as in
Silesia, during construction work at Jasienica Gorna
(Nysa County).'*! Coins produced in the [Near] East
are not found frequently in the neighbouring coun-
tries, either. It is only from western Ukraine that we
know of a coin in the name of Tiberius struck at
Antioch on the Orontes, found at Zherebki Korol
(Ternopil’ Oblast).!#?

It is worth observing here that the previous-
ly mentioned coin of Ascalon from the locali-
ty of Zarzecze was reportedly found along with
a bronze coin of Cotys I, the ruler of the Cimmerian
Bosporus.'* But whether the two coins had been
found together or simply acquired on the same
day remains an open question.'* If those pieces
had been found together, this might have pointed
to the south-eastern direction of their movement
from the area of the Chernyakhov culture, but a
very small amount of finds of coins produced in
the Levant and farther east and the scarcity of data

135 Pijotrowicz 1936: 107; Kubiak 1978: 205,
no. 49; Bodzek, Madyda-Legutko 1999.

136 Cf. Bodzek, Madyda-Legutko 1999: 142f.

137 Wachock: Kunisz 1985: no. 296; Nowa Stupia:
Kunisz 1985: no. 163.

138 Romanowski 2008: no. 268/1.

139 Dymowski 2011: 117, no. 54; Ciotek 2007: 115,
no. 173, coin 2.

140 Gupieniec 1954: 44; Kubiak 1979: 58; Bursche
1996: 197; Kaczanowski, Margos 2002: 135.

141 RPC IX 1851; Bartkowiak 2006: 97.

192 Pjotrowicz 1932/1933: 124, no. 4.

143 Piotrowicz 1936: 107 — according to this publi-
cation, the Bosporan coin was struck at Pergamon.

144 The authors of the present text would favour the
hypothesis that those pieces were acquired on the same
day, not found together.
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on the circumstances of such finds do not make the
task of interpreting them any easier. Those coins
must have arrived in the space of the Central-
European Barbaricum most likely as a consequence
of political relations. Coins minted at Antioch
seem to be of particular importance here, due to
the status of the city as one of the key political
centres and a rallying place for the Roman legions
operating in the East. They may have been brought
into present-day Poland by soldiers of Germanic
origin or obtained by members of Germanic tribes
from soldiers of other ethnic origin who would re-
turn to Europe.

Finally, the last group from among the pro-
vincial coins found in Lesser Poland is formed by
pieces produced by the mint of Alexandria. To date,
only two such finds have been reported: a hoard
from the environs of Chetm (Chetm County)'* and
a single find from somewhere around Wtodawa
(Wlodawa County).'* The hoard of Chetm, all in-
side a container of 1.5 litre (holding about 200 piec-
es), was presumably composed entirely of coins of
Alexandrian provenance.'¥” It has been possible to
identify only several billon tetradrachms, coined in
the 3™ century AD in the names of Probus (276-282),
Carus (282-283), Numerian (282-284), Diocletian
(284-305), and Maximian (285-305).1*% In turn,
a billon tetradrachm dating from the year 288-289
AD, struck in the name of Maximian Herculeus,
was found near Wlodawa.'* There is no doubt that
the same chronological span could be ascribed to
a hoard of 21 Alexandrian tetradrachms struck be-
tween the years 278 and 295 AD, found in the vi-
cinity of Turets, Hrodna Voblasc’ in Belarus,'** and
to another Belorussian find of a single tetradrachm

45 Kunisz 1973a: 20, no. 14; Kubiak 1978: 208,
no. 61; Kunisz 1985: 36, no. 25 II; Bursche 1996: 160,
no. 94; Kaczanowski, Margos 2002: 25-26, no. 77; Janco
2002: 30, no. 5; Bodzek 2007: 80-82; Milutinovi¢ 2017:
170.

146 Gurba 1958: 47; Kunisz 1969: 156, no. 286;
Kokowski 1984: 49, no. 96; Kunisz 1985: 246, no. 308;
Bursche 1996: 160, no. 93; Kaczanowski, Margos 2002:
346, no. 849; Janco 2002: 30, no. 4; Milutinovi¢ 2017:
170.

147 Cf. Kunisz 1973b: 31; Idem 1985: 36, no. 25, 2;
Milutinovié¢ 2017: 186.

48 Three tetradrachms of Numerian, Diocletian,
and Maximian: Kunisz 1973a: 20, no. 14; Idem 1985:
36, no. 25 II; seven coins minted in the names of Probus,
Carus, Diocletian, and Maximian: Bodzek 2007: 80-81.

149 Kunisz 1969: 156, no. 286; Kokowski 1984: 49,
no. 96; Kunisz 1985: 246, no. 308; Kaczanowski, Mar-
g0s 2002: 346, no. 849.

150 Sjdarovich 2013; Idem 2014: 87, cat. 20.

of Aurelian (270-275), found at Veraskova, Hrodna
Voblasc’.!>! It seems that these coin finds should be
associated with the settlement area of the Wielbark
culture. Coins of Alexandrian origin have been re-
ported from the territory of the Chernyakhov cul-
ture,'” but also in the Czech Republic (historical
lands of Bohemia and Moravia)'** and Slovakia.'**

B Tbidem: no. 19.

12 A coin of Gallienus from Chernihiv (Janco
2002: 30, no. 1); a coin of the same emperor for Salonina,
found at Lado Kecchoveli (Beidin 2012: 154, cat. 9; Jan-
co 2002: 30, no. 2); a coin of Claudius Gothicus from an
unspecified location (Beidin 2012: 155, cat. 23); a coin in
the name of Maximian Herculeus from Zuravka (Beidin
2012: 157, cat. 47; Janco 2002: 30, no. 3).

133 Coins of Nero have been found at Bosonohy
and Znojmo (Janco 2002: 28, no. 1-2 (Moravia); the
hoard of Strazny included a tetradrachm of Hadrian
(Militky 2013: c. 724/6); a drachma of the same emper-
or was found at Svitavy (Militky 2013: c. 419/1; Janco
2002: 28, no. 7 (Moravia); Alexandrian coins in the name
of Hadrian found at MusSov and Uhersky Brod as well
(Janco 2002: 28, no. 3, 10 (Moravia); tetradrachms of
Gallienus reported from Petrovice (Militky 2013: ¢. 511;
Janco 2002: 28, no. 1 (Bohemia) and Morktivky (Janco
2002: 28, no. 4 (Moravia); a tetradrachm of Probus found
at Radim (Militky 2013: c.171/3; Janco 2002: 28, no. 4
(Bohemia); a coin of the same ruler found at Cernilov
(Militky 2013: c. 428; Janco 2002: 28, no. 5 (Bohemia);
a tetradrachm of Claudius Gothicus found as part of
one possible deposit reported from Vysehotovice (Mil-
itky 2013: c. 341/1; Janco 2002: 28, no. 2 (Bohemia),
along with a tetradrachm of Aurelian for Severina (Mil-
itky 2013: c. 341/2; Janco 2002: 28, no. 3 (Bohemia);
a tetradrachm of Claudius Gothicus also reported from
Vicemilice (Janco 2002: 28, no. 5 (Moravia); a tetrad-
rachm of Aurelian found at Letovice (Janco 2002: 28,
no. 6 (Moravia); a tetradrachm of Carinus reported from
the environs of Slany (Militky 2013: c. 68; Janco 2002:
28, no. 6 (Bohemia); tetradrachms of Diocletian found as
part of a votive deposit from Stary Kolin (Militky 2013:
c. 119/18; Janco 2002: 28, no. 10 (Bohemia), in hoards of
Markvartice (Militky 2013: ¢. 473/1), and Bitov (Janco
2002: 28, no. 9 (Moravia), and in one possible deposit
of Dolanky (Militky 2013: c. 588/1); a tetradrachm of
Maximian Herculeus found in each of the hoards: Kolin
(Militky 2013: ¢. 107/3-4, c. 179a/5; Janco 2002: 28, no.
12 (Bohemia), a most probably votive deposit from Tep-
lice (Militky 2013: c. 640/C7; Janco 2002: 28, no. 8 (Bo-
hemia), and Valtrovice (Janco 2002: 28, no. 8 (Moravia);
tetradrachms of Philip the Arab, Tacitus, Probus, Max-
imian Herculeus found at Polnd (Janco 2002: 28, no. 7
(Bohemia); tetradrachms of Aurelian for Severina, and
in the names of Tacitus, Probus, Carinus, Maximian Her-
culeus, and Diocletian, reported from Mostecko (Janco
2002: 28, no. 9 (Bohemia); Kunisz 1973b: 32).

134 A tetradrachm of Claudius Gothicus found at
Pavlice (Janco 2002: 28, no. 1 (Slovakia).
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Likewise, Alexandrian coins have most like-
ly formed part of several hoards and single finds
reported from the regions of western and central
Poland. In Silesia, these are especially the hoards
found at Sobodtka (Wroctaw County)'** and Zielona
Gora (Zielona Gora County)."* Among single
finds, let us mention a bronze coin in the name
of Hadrian (117-138), found at Gorzupia Dolna
(Zagan County),"” a tetradrachm of Trajan (98-
117) — Nowa Cerekwia, (Glubczyce County),'*
and a tetradrachm of Diocletian — Glogéw (Glogow
County).!” For central Poland, Alexandrian coins
have been known from the finds from Nekla
(Wrzesnia County),' and Krotoszyn (Krotoszyn
County).'®® The former one (Nekla) consisted of
several coins, including a tetradrachm of Nero,
while in the last-mentioned case (Krotoszyn), it
was a tetradrachm of Diocletian struck between
the years 288 and 289 AD. Other relevant records
include single finds of tetradrachms in the name
of Claudius II Gothicus from Rywatd (Grudziadz
County)'® and Nakto (Naklo County),'"® where-
as another tetradrachm, in the name of Philip I the
Arab, was found at Szczytno (Szczytno County).'*
An uncertain specimen is a 3"-century coin from
Skarszewy (Starogard Gdanski County).'® If finds
of Alexandrian coins reported from Silesia, Greater
Poland, and Kuyavia could be tied with the popula-
tion of the Przeworsk culture, the ones that we know
from Pomerania and Warmia are more likely associ-
ated with the elements of the Wielbark culture.

The prevailing denomination among the record-
ed finds of coins produced in Alexandria is the billon
tetradrachm of the 3™ century, which achieved a fair-
ly wide circulation across Europe. Frequently, such
coins would form part of hoards also known from

155 Ciotek 2008: 231, no. 342; Milutinovi¢ 2017:
172, no. 92.

156 Kunisz 1973a: 136-137, no. 196; Bursche 1996:
170, no. 72; Janco 2002: 30, no. 9; Milutinovi¢ 2017:
172, no. 95.

157 Bolin 1926a: 83, no. 110; Wiclowiejski 1960:
314, no. 353B; Konik 1965: 54; Janco 2002: 30, no. 1;
Ciotek 2008: 75, no. 107.

138 Bolin 1926a: 78, no. 61h; Ciotek 2008: 166-
169, no. 252/8.

139 Konik 1965: 51, no. IV; Bursche 1996: 188,
no. 35; Ciolek 2008: 68, no. 90.

160 Kubiak 1978: 209, no. 68; Janco 2002: 30,
no. 7.

161 Kubiak 1978: 209, no. 64.

162 Ciotek 2007: no. 248A.

163 Gatezowska 2016: 239, no. 44.

14 Bolin 1926a: 233, no. 152.

165 Janco 2002: 30, no. 3; Ciotek 2007: no. 257/4.

66

the modern-day countries of France, Switzerland,
Belgium, Great Britain, and Germany.'*® Coins of
Alexandria may have functioned locally as a sort
of auxiliary currency, especially at a time when de-
based antoniniani had remained in circulation.'®’
There are several hypotheses that have attempted to
explain the inflow of Alexandrian coinage into the
Barbaricum. Due to the amount of pieces found and
the finds themselves, it is quite difficult to agree on
one all-encompassing hypothesis. A. Kunisz indi-
cated that the movement of Alexandrian coins into
the area of the Chernyakhov culture and northern
Europe from the regions on the Black Sea coast. It is
presumed that the distribution of Alexandrian coins
may have been related to the decline of many pro-
vincial mints and, consequently, the complementing
of local demand for the currency in circulation.'s®
A. Bursche has pointed to the inflow of Alexandrian
coins from the Danubian regions, situated along or
close to the limes, which would move along with
the troops, and eventually arriving in the territories
of the Barbaricum. Besides, tetradrachms may have
been used as a portion of the remuneration paid out
to the auxiliaries, where soldiers of Barbarian ori-
gin were allowed to serve. This hypothesis would
be confirmed by the greater monetary deposits
brought directly from Egypt, for instance, as a re-
sult of the conflict with Achileus (297-298 AD).!®
As M. Janco argues, Alexandrian coins would pre-
sumably come from northern Africa together with
various kinds of goods, such as terra sigillata, as a
consequence of the decline in the number of mints
in Europe.'” According to B. Magomedov, the in-
flow of tetradrachms along with some other coin
denominations from the East, which had reached
the area of the Chernyakhov culture, can be at-
tributed to the spoils from the participation in the
Gothic Wars (256-270 AD). He also observes that
the Gepids may have served in the Roman forces as
well, thus taking part in military campaigns in the
East towards the late 3™ century AD.'”! In turn, L.
Vakulenko holds the opinion that the finds of bronze
coinage from the late 3™ century, as well as of pro-
vincial coins in general, would testify to the devel-
opment of trade relations.!” On the basis of the cur-
rently conducted research on the finds of provincial

166 Cf. Kunisz 1973b: 32, 34; Janco 2002: 29;
Milutinovi¢ 2017: 164, 168, 171.

167 Kunisz 1973b: 34.

168 Kunisz 1973b: 34-35.

199 Bursche 1996: 16, 128; Idem 2006: 222.

170 Janco 2002: 18, 25.

171 Magomedov 2008: 173-174.

172" Vakulenko 2010: 182.
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coinage, D. Milutinovi¢ connects the presence of
Alexandrian coins with the existence of trade routes
and long-distance commerce.'” It is likely that the
finds from Lesser Poland, just as those from the
adjacent regions, should be linked with the arrival
in the Barbaricum of Alexandrian coinage as well
as issues of antoniniani and the early follises from
the late 3™ century, specifically with remunerations
paid out to the Goths for their service under Roman
command.'™

Apart from all the above groups of provincial
coinage of definite provenance, coin finds in Poland
also include some individual pieces minted in other
regions of the Roman world. A notable example is a
bronze coin in the name of the archon Kydas struck
at Knossos in Crete during the 1% century BC, which
is presumed to have been a part of the previously
mentioned hoard of Gorlice-Glinik Mariampolski
(P1. 1.13). Interpretations of how this particular
piece may have appeared there is strictly connect-
ed with a comprehensive analysis of this deposit of
an uncertain credibility. Yet if we assume that the
hoard under consideration is an authentic find, it
should be recognized that the plausible provenance
is the south-eastern direction, along with the inflow
of Bosporan coinage.

The finds of Roman coins as recorded in Poland
also include some amount of indeterminate coins
bearing Greek inscriptions. Unfortunately, what we
do have at our disposal is largely the information as
given in numismatic literature, without any possi-
bility of verification. As regards Lesser Poland, we
know of one coin in the name of (probably) Marcus
Aurelius with a Greek legend, found at Nowosiotki
(Chelm County).'” In central and northern Poland,
such finds are represented by the hoards of Brzezno
(Cztuchow County)'’® and some location in the
proximity of the Drweca river (Brodnica County).'”
The hoard from Brzezno was unearthed during
ploughing work sometime before the year 1834, but
there is no information on exactly where and how
the coins of the Drweca river hoard were found as
well as what happened to the contents of the both
hoards.

A coin of Caracalla bearing the Greek legend
ANTQEINEINOZX was recovered from the grave no.
202 located on the burial ground of the Bogaczewo

173 Milutinovi¢ 2017: 164-166, 173.

174 Bursche, Czarnecka 2006: 217-218.

175 Nosek 1957: 304; Wielowiejski 1960: no. 894;
Kunisz 1985: 151, no. 164; Kaczanowski, Margos 2002:
222.

176 Ciotek 2007: 23, no. 19.

177" Ibidem: 43-44, no. 53.

culture near Muntowo (Mragowo County).'”® Some
of the finds, such as the provincial coins from the
settlement complex Gaski-Wierzbiczany-Babolin
(Inowroctaw County) have never been published in
full. It is known that apart from the already men-
tioned two coins of the Bosporan Kingdom and
Lemnos, some other provincial pieces had been
found there. In view of the absence of any specific
data on the attribution of the coin finds in question,
they cannot be examined in terms of the direction,
character, and chronology of their inflow.
Provincial coins form only a small portion of
all the finds of Roman coinage in Lesser Poland.
In total, 33 pieces representing this type of issues
have been recorded, of which a third (10 finds/
coins) have been reported over the course of the
last thirty years. Among the more recent finds,
there are also some pieces produced by the pre-
viously unattested places. Two coins come from
the mints in Macedonia (pieces reported from
Grodek and Opatkowice), while one Aeolian coin
from Temnos (found at Zabrodzie). Several coins
were recovered during regular archaeological
works, most notably the first coin of the Provincia
Dacia-type ever found in Lesser Poland (location:
Brzezie) and a large bronze coin from Caesarea in
Cappadocia (Jakuszowice). To these, we should
also add probably four recent finds of coins from
the colonial mint of Viminacium (Hrubieszow,
Jakuszowice, environs of Tomaszow Lubelski).
The provincial coin found at Zarzecze many years
ago have been re-identified, whereas newly formu-
lated conclusions on the finds such as the hoard of
Gorlice-Glinik Mariampolski and the one from the
environs of Chetm have broadened the geographi-
cal range of the provincial coins or their timeline.
The arrival of silver pieces struck in the prov-
inces should be associated with the same political,
and to a certain degree also economical, factors
which determined the wave of silver Imperial coin-
age coming into the territories of the Barbaricum.
Among the denarii found in Poland to date, the
greatest number are those produced between the
reigns of the emperors Trajan and Marcus Aurelius.
Should we conjecture that the coins would have
been deposited in the ground following around 40
years after having been issued, the main wave of
inflows would fall on the period 160-210 AD.!”
However, we cannot ignore the fact that scholars
give very different dates for the beginning of that

178 Bolin 1926b: 236, no. 185.
1% Dymowski 2013: 95.
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wave.!8 According to A. Bursche and M. Erdrich,
the intense inflows of Roman coinage would start
in particular with the outbreak of the Marcomannic
Wars (169-180),'8! but some other scholars argue
for dating this phenomenon to earlier periods: T.
Lucchelli suggesting a time between the reigns of
Trajan (98-117) and Antoninus Pius (138-161),'*?
and R. Wolters opting for the reign of Antoninus
Pius or Marcus Aurelius (161-180).!83

A. Dymowski has distinguished at least four
stages of the inflows of Roman coins. The first
wave of Roman denarii would have come in the
later years of Trajan’s reign, in connection with
the Dacian wars (101-106 AD), and the next one
towards the end of Hadrian’s reign (117-138) or in
the early years of Antoninus Pius’ reign. Another
phase would begin in the final years of the lat-
ter emperor’s reign or under Marcus Aurelius
and, subsequently, with the advent of Septimius
Severus’ reign (193-211)."* On the other hand,
L. Lind suggests the decades of 240s and 260s AD
as the periods of the inflows of denarii.'® Some of
those coins might have, of course, appeared along-
side 3"-century denarii or antoniniani.'®® The in-
flow period coinciding with the years ca. 160-210
AD would correspond to the provincial drachmae
reported from Lesser Poland, of which five were
minted in the emperor Trajan’s reign and one un-
der Hadrian. The drachmae of eastern provenance
continued to be kept in circulation along with the
volumes of silver coinage of the Roman Empire
before they would end up in hoards.'®’

Pieces dating from the 3"-century make up the
greatest proportion among the provincial bronze
coins found in the territory of the present-day
Lesser Poland. At least 15 out of 33 coin finds
are those minted in the 3™ century AD. These are
mostly coins produced by the mints of Alexandria
and Viminacium. The other group is formed by
coins of the 2™ century (two pieces). The remain-
ing coins were struck in the 1* century BC and the
I** century AD, or are still indeterminate (the bronze
piece from Temnos found at Zabrodzie (Wyszkow
County) has a dating range of 117-268 AD).

180 Bodzek 2018: 191-192.

181 Bursche 1994: 472; Idem 2006: 222; Erdrich
2001: 127.

182" Lucchelli 1998: 160.

183 Wolters 1999: 385.

18 Dymowski 2013: 111.

185 Lind 1988: 205.

18 Bursche 2004: 201; Dymowski 2013: 114.

187 Bodzek 2004: 150.
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It is probable that many 3"-century coins may
have reached the space of the Barbaricum under
consideration chiefly as a consequence of polit-
ical relations. In the first place, the connection
with the Gothic Wars should be mentioned here
(256-270 AD). Plundering raids of the Goths and
some other Barbarian tribes on the provinces of
the Balkan peninsula and Asia Minor resulted in
large amounts of spoils, including coins (but also
probably personnel and equipment seized away
from mints) being brought over to the territories
settled by the Barbarians.'®® This is particularly ev-
ident in the form of very numerous coins struck by
the mints of the Balkans and Asia Minor as found
across the settlement area of the Chernyakhov
culture.”® Some amounts of coins arrived in the
Barbaricum as a result of the service of Germanic
(e.g., Gothic) units in the Roman military and their
participation in the Roman Empire’s campaigns,
especially in the East. Likewise, we should not
rule out the hypothesis of redistributions of certain
portions of coinage through the Barbarian world,
e.g., among the tribes in alliance or groups of war-
riors. The coins produced in Dacia, Thrace, Moesia
(Viminacium), and Bithynia may have likely ar-
rived predominantly during the second and third
quarters of the 3™ century AD.' Also, at least
some of the provincial coins of the 1~ 2™ centu-
ries AD would have most probably been brought
over into the Barbaricum along with pieces of the
3-century issues. Among the finds reported from
Lesser Poland, it is worth paying special attention
to the unusually well-represented pieces produced
by the mint of Viminacium, which was opera-
tional only over the course of a little more than
a decade (239-253/54) with the main objective
to make up for the shortage of bronze coinage in
the Balkan provinces.'"' It is no surprise then that
those coins, on account of such factors as the dis-
tance, multiple issues, and the chronological co-
incidence of production, had found their way into
the historical region of Lesser Poland and some
other territories of the Barbaricum (especially the
modern-day Ukraine) as a result of the Barbarian
raids. The other significant group is composed of
billon tetradrachms of Alexandria. In this case, the
number of finds is perhaps lower, but these con-
sist of many pieces. The coins represent a different

188 Bursche, Myzgin 2017: 249-250, Dymowski,
Wiecek 2018: 169-170.

18 Myzgin 2017; Idem 2018: 87-97.

190 Kunisz 1973: 27, 31, 37; Myzgin 2018: 97.

1 Bori¢-Breskovi¢, Vojvoda, 2018: 74.
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chronological scope as they must have arrived
primarily towards the late 3™ and in the early 4"
century'” from the regions along the Danube, not
far from the limes of the Roman Empire, brought
over with the troops and then spreading into the
expanse of the Barbaricum.' In this case as well,
the circumstances of the inflow are related to as-
pects of political relations, especially Germanic
units’ service in the Roman forces.'™*

It is also noteworthy that regardless of the
time of their arrival, the provincial coins may
have remained in use across the territories of the
Barbaricum for much longer, as attested by such
finds as the previously mentioned hoard from
Warszawska St.in Krakow that contained coins
up to and including the reign of Theodosius I
(379-395).1%

Bronze coins constitute a major part among
the finds of provincial coinage in the Barbaricum.
Nevertheless, they would comprise only a very
small percentage (1.28%) among the general vol-
ume of bronze coinage reaching the territory of
Central-European Barbaricum up to the mid-3"
century AD (8.83%, among the finds). But we
should also recall, on the other hand, that apart
from the areas occupied by the settlement of the
West Baltic cultures, shares of bronze pieces among
the finds of Roman coins are relatively low across
the space of the Central-European Barbaricum."®
Due to their character, the value of bronze coins
could not equal that of silver or gold coins, hence
their inflow could not have been so intense in the
I*t and 2™ centuries, or in the early 3 century, as
it had been in the case of silver coinage. It is also
notable that some of the Roman bronze currency
coming into the Barbaricum was used as raw ma-
terial and is thus impossible to grasp in the body
of the coins being found."”” The metallographic ex-
amination and comparative analyses performed by
A. Bezzenberger have shown similarities among
materials used for the making of jewellery and
elements of clothing, but also the alloy used for
bronze coinage.'”® Some of the coins were used as
pendants, as may be inferred from the apertures in

192 Kunisz 1973b: 35.

193 Bursche 1996: 128; Idem 2006: 222.

194 Bursche 1996: 16, 128; Idem 2006: 222.

195 Cf. Kunisz 1985: 96.

19 Kunisz 1973b: 30; Zapolska 2008: 179-180;
Idem 2011: 1116; Idem 2013: 105-108.

7 Bursche 2008: 400-401, 406-407; Zapolska
2014: 82-83.

198 Bezzenberger 1904; Zapolska 2014: 82-83.

a sestertius of Lucius Verus from Borowa!®® and

a sestertius of Commodus from the gravesite no.
88 of the burial ground near Bolshoe Isakovo.?
In the milieu of the West Baltic cultures, bronze
coins would be used frequently as funerary dona-
tives. Brass sestertii with their shiny surfaces, im-
agery, size, and their general resemblance to gold
were perceived as attractive among the inhabitants
of the northern Barbaricum, especially in the con-
text of the amber trail.?*! It seems that provincial
coins served the same purposes as Imperial bronze
coinage in the Barbaricum.** Compared with
the sestertii, however, not all of the provincial
bronze coins resembled those struck in gold.
Provincial coins were issued in bronze, copper,
or brass, with possible greater or smaller admix-
tures of lead. Unfortunately, it is sometimes im-
possible to determine the material of a given coin
with accuracy because of its condition of preserva-
tion or availability. Moreover, we do not possess
a great number of details of relevant examination
results.””® As a result, provincial bronze pieces
were used as raw material, tokens of prestige, fu-
nerary gifts, or possibly (e.g., in the area of the
Chernyakhov culture) also for the purposes of lo-
cal trading transactions.?*

199 Wagner, Zajac 2018.

200 Zapolska 2014: 82.

21 Bursche 2008: 400-401, 406-407; Zapolska
2009: 1117, 1123; Idem 2014: 80-82.

202 At Machary, a coin of Philip the Arab from
Viminacium was found on the burial ground of the Bo-
gaczewo culture (Hollack, Peiser 1904: 21); at Mun-
towo, a bronze coin of Caracalla (Bolin 1926b: 236,
no. 185); at Norusai in Lithuania, a coin from Nikaia;
a bronze coin of Gordianus III from Marcianopolis,
used probably as a pendant, found at Kozhlin in Volhy-
nia (Kunisz 1973b: 37).

203 Amandry, Burnett et al. 1992: XVII; Cowell,
Craddock, Pike, Burnett 2000. Depending on a period
and region, brass coins (in a golden hue) were issued
at some locations in Bithynia and Pontus, Asia, Cili-
cia, and Achaea (Amandry, Burnett et al. 2015: 817,
829). A completely different question are coins struck
in orichalcum, issued by the mint of Rome for Antioch,
Cyrenaica, Cappadocia, and Cyprus (Amandry, Burnett
et al. 2015: 815, 826; Carradice, Cowell 1987: 27-30).
On the basis of the research on the provincial coins
from the period of the Flavian dynasty, it can be said
that coins made of orichalcum were much more often
issued in the northern part of Asia Minor, while bronze
coins prevailed in the south (Cowell, Craddock, Pike,
Burnett 2000: 673-674).

204 Myzgin 2018: 97.
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Finally, one more aspect should be mentioned
here. Some of the finds of provincial coinage can
be linked with important political centres within
the territory of the Barbarian world. For the region
of Lesser Poland, we should first make a men-
tion of the settlement of the Przeworsk culture at
Jakuszowice.?” It is often cited, quite correctly, as
an example of particularly considerable presence
(as for Poland) of Roman coins found. To date,
a total number of 116 pieces have been found.
Among them, there are five bronze coins, of which
three come from the provincial mints of Caesarea
in Cappadocia, Anchialos, and Viminacium.?*
As we have noted, the settlement at Jakuszowice

205 Bursche,
2000.

206 Bursche, Kaczanowski,
2000; Rudnicki 2014.

Kaczanowski, Rodzinska-Nowak

Rodzinska-Nowak
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must have most likely served as an important po-
litical centre, which could be somehow confirmed
by the diverse provenance of the provincial coins
found there. On the other hand, the presence of the
above-mentioned pieces within the area of such a
politically significant centre would also somehow
corroborate, though indirectly, the political nature
of the inflow of Roman provincial coins into the
Barbaricum. A similarly varied character is re-
flected by the partially still unpublished finds of
provincial coinage from the area of the previously
mentioned complex of settlements in the commune
of Gniewkowo (Kuyavia).
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Tab. 1. Silver Roman Provincial Coins in Lesser Poland

No. | Findspot Type Mint / Issuer Dates Denomi- | Remarks References | Collection
of coin find | Province nation
1 Nietulisko Mate, | Hoard Amisos Hadrian | 132-133/ AR, Found between Babelon, The Archae-
Ostrowiec District | Nietulisko (117-138) | 133-134 AD | Drachm | 1942-1943 Reinach 83 ological and
Mate 11 Ethnograph-
ical Museum
in Lodz
2 Nietulisko Mate, | Hoard Caesarea, Trajan 113/114- AR, Found in 1939. Sydenham Institute of
Ostrowiec District | Nietulisko | Cappadocia | (98-117) | 114/115 AD | Drachm | Accidental find 216; Archaeology,
Mate 1 Metcalf 69a | Jagiellonian
University
3 Wojkéw, Mielec | Hoard Lycia Trajan 98-99 AD AR, Found in 1885 BMC 9-11 unknown
District (98-117) Drachm
4 Wojkow, Mielec | Hoard Lycia Trajan 98-99 AD AR, Found in 1885 BMC 9-11 unknown
District (98-117) Drachm
5 Zulice, Tomaszéw | Hoard Lycia Trajan 98-99 AD AR, Found after 1970 |[BMC 9; Museum in
Lubelski District (98-117) Drachm SNG Cop. 45 | Zamo$¢
6 Zulice, Tomaszow | Hoard Lycia Trajan 98-99 AD AR, Found after 1970 |[BMC 9; Museum in
Lubelski District (98-117) Drachm SNG Cop. 45 | Koszalin
Tab. 2. Bronze Roman Provincial Coins in Lesser Poland
No. |Findspot Type Mint / Issuer Dates Denomi- | Remarks References | Collection
of coin find | Province nation
Macedonia
1 Grodek, Stray find | Philippi August 27 BC- AE Accidental find. unknown
Hrubieszow (27BC- |14AD Context unknown.
District 14 AD)
2 Opatkowice, Stray find | Macedonia | Autono- |242 AD AE Accidental find. unknown
Proszowice mous Context unknown.
District
Dacia
3 Brzezie, Stray find | Apulum PhilipI | 246/7 AD AE, Found on Martin 2.81.1 | The Archae-
Wieliczka District Arab sestertius | 05.07.2005 during ological
(244-249) archaeological ex- Museum in
cavation at Roman Krakow
Period settlement
(Brzezie site 33).
In the gray layer
no. 612, in the
eastern part of the
site.
Thrace
4 Jakuszowice, Stray find | Anchialos Antoni- 138-161 AD | AE Found accidently | AMNG II unknown
Kazimierza nus Pius (?) to the south of | 414,
Wielka District (138-161) the road leading | Varbanov 42
from Kazimierza
Wielka to Krzyz
(site 2) after 1997
Moesia Superior
5 Jakuszowice, Stray find | Viminacium | Trebo- 251-253 AD | AE, Found during Pick 168 Institute of
Kazimierza nianus sestertius | archaeological Archaeo-
Wielka District Gallus research. Surface logy, The
(251- find in 1995 Jagiellonian
253) University in
Krakow
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6 Hrubieszow, Stray find | Viminacium | PhilipI | 244-249 AD | AE Found in 2005. SNG Cop. unknown
District loco or part of Arab Uncertain context | 152
hoard? (244-249) — with other coins,

metal artefacts
and pottery?

7 Krakow-Podgorze | Stray find | Viminacium | Hostilian | 251 AD AE, Found before Martin 4.01.1 | The Jagiello-

(251) sestertius | 1824; context nian Univer-
unknown sity Museum,
inv. No

8 Krakow, Hoard? Viminacium | Trebo- 251-253 AD | AE, Uncertain find, Martin 5.01.1 | The National
Warszawska Str. nianus sestertius | part of the hoard? Museum in

Gallus Krakow; inv.
(251-253) no MNK VII-A-

9 Krasnik Fabry- Stray find | Viminacium | PhilipI | 245 AD AE, Found in 1954 Pick 103 unknown
czny (cuurently Arab sestertius
part of Krasnik, (244-249)

District loco)

10 | Tarnéw, District | Stray find | Viminacium | Trebo- 252-253 AD | AE, Found in 1964 Pick 165 Tarnow Dis-

loco nianus sestertius trict Museum;
Gallus inv. No. MT-
(251-253) N/712

11 | Tomaszow Stray find | Viminacium | Trajan 249-251 AD | AE Bad preservation unknown
Lubelski, Decius
District loco (249-251)

Bosporan Kingdom

12 | Gorlice-Glinik Hoard Cimmerian | Rhe- 80-93 AD AE, Found in 1937. In | Frolova Private
Mariampolski, Bosporus scuporis sestertius | a hoard of about | 1997a: 105,

Gorlice district 11 (68/69- 200 AE; including | 1st group, pl.
91/92) nos 13, 17, 26. XXXI, 4-15

13 | Gorlice-Glinik Hoard Olbia, Autono- | mid-2nd AE Found in 1937. In | Karshkovskii | Private
Mariampolski, Sarmatia mous cent. AD a hoard of about 1988: P1.

Gorlice District 200 AE; including | 10.7
nos 12, 17, 26.

14 | Nowy Sacz- Stray find? | Cimmerian |Polemon |15-9 BC AE Accidental find. Frolova The Nowy
Zabelcze?, Bosporus (15-9) Found before 1997a: 42, Sacz District
environs 19532 type IIL, pl. | Museum, inv.

XV, 15-16a | No A/5
15 | Staniatki, Stray find? | Cimmerian |Rhescu- |211-215AD | AE, Found in 1868, Frolova The Archaco-
Wieliczka District Bosporus poris 11 denarius | during construc- | 1997b: 10; logical Muse-
(211/12- tion of the Lesser |pl. XIV, 7-10 | um in Krakow,
228/9) Poland railroad inv. No.
MAK/10521
16 | Zarzecze, Prze- Stray find? | Cimmerian | Cotys I 63-68 AD AE, Found in 1882, Frolova The Archaeo-
worsk District Bosporus (45-68) dupondius | during construc- | 1997a: 100, | logical Muse-
tion of the Lesser |type 1, pl. um in Krakow,
Poland railroad XXVIII, inv. No. MAK
11-18 10556

Crete

17 | Gorlice-Glinik Hoard Cnossos Cydas, ¢.36 BC AE Found in 1937. In | Chapmann Private
Mariampolski, archon a hoard of about 1968: 13fT;

Gorlice District 200 AE; including | RPC 1934
nos 12-13 and 17.

Asia Minor

18 | Gorlice-Glinik Hoard Korykos, Ist cent. AE Found in 1937. SNG France | Private
Mariampolski, Cilicia BC-early including nos 12, |1086-1093
Gorlice District imperial 13 and 26.

period

19 | Jakuszowice, Stray find | Caesarea, Caracalla [211-217AD | AE Found during BMC 271 Institute of Ar-
Kazimierza Cappadocia | (211-217) archaeological chaeology, the
Wielka District research. Surface Jagiellonian

find in 1993 University,
Krakow
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20 |Zabrodzie, Stray find | Temnos Autono- | 117-268 AD | AE SNG Cop. unknown
Zawiercie District mous 274; SNG v.
Aulock 1677
Syria
21 | Nowa Stupia, Stray find | Caesarea Nero 67-68 AD AE Found in 1981 BMC 13-29 | The Archae-
Kielce District Palestinae | (54-68) ological and
Ethnograph-
ical Museum
in Lodz
22 | Wachock, Stray find | Tyre Elagaba- |218-222 AD | AE BMC 397 The Archae-
Starachowice lus ological and
District (218-222) Ethnograph-
ical Museum
in Lodz
23 | Zarzecze, Stray find? | Ascalon Autono- | 1-2"centu- | AE Found with SNG Cop. 35, | The Archaeo-
Przeworsk District mous ry AD bronze coin of RPC14882- |logical Muse-
Cotys 1?7 4883 um in Krakow
Egypt
24 | Chelm, Hoard Alexandria | Probus 276-282 AD | AE, Found before The National
district loco (276-282) Tetra- 1914 in a hoard of Museum in
drachm c. 200 Greek- Krakow?
-Imperial coins,
supposedly mostly
Alexandrian tet-
radrachms, includ-
ing nos 31-34.
25 | Chelm, Hoard Alexandria | Carus 282-283 AD | AE, Found before The National
district loco (282-283) Tetra- 1914 in a hoard of Museum in
drachm c. 200 Greek- Krakow?
-Imperial coins,
supposedly most-
ly Alexandrian
tetradrachms,
including nos 30,
32-34.
26 |Chelm, Hoard Alexandria | Numerian | 283-284 AD | AE, Found before 1914 | Milne 4739 | unknown
district loco (283-284) Tetra- in a hoard of c.
drachm 200 Greek-
-Imperial coins,
supposedly mostly
Alexandrian tet-
radrachms, includ-
ing nos 30-31 and
33.-34.
27 | Chelm, Hoard Alexandria | Diocletian | 290-291 AD | AE, Found before Milne 4968 | unknown
district loco (284-305) Tetra- 1914 in a hoard of
drachm c. 200 Greek-
-Imperial coins,
supposedly most-
ly Alexandrian
tetradrachms,
including nos
30-32 and 34.
28 | Chelm, Hoard Alexandria | Maximian | 287-288 AD | AE, Found before Milne 4860 | unknown
district loco Herculius Tetra- 1914 in a hoard of
(285-305) drachm c. 200 Greek-
-Imperial coins,
supposedly mostly
Alexandrian tetr-
adrachms, includ-
ing nos 30-33.
29 | Wiodawa, Hoard? Alexandria | Maximian | 288-289 AD | AE, Found before Milne 4921 Community
District loco Stray find? Herculius Tetra- 1958. A part Center at
(285-305) drachm of hoard from Wiodawa?
Chetm?
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Plate 1
1. Nietulisko Mate, Ostrowiec District, Cappadocia, Caesarea, Trajan (98-117), AD 113/114-114/115, AR,
Drachm (Photo: Tuco); 2. Brzezie, Wieliczka District, Dacia, Apulum, Philip I Arab (244-249), AE, sestertius
(Photo: Tuco); 3. Jakuszowice, Kazimierza Wielka District, Thrace, Anchialos, Antoninus Pius (138-161), AE
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(Photo: M. Rudnicki); 4. Jakuszowice, Kazimierza Wielka District, Moesia Superior, Viminacium, Trebonianus
Gallus (251-253), AE, sestertius (Photo: Tuco); 5. Krakéw-Podgorze, Moesia Superior, Viminacium, Hostilian
(251), AE, sestertius (Photo: The Jagiellonian University Museum); 6. Krakow, Warszawska Str., Moesia Superior,
Viminacium, Trebonianus Gallus (251-253), AE, sestertius (Photo: Barbara Solarewicz); 7. Tarnow, District loco,
Moesia Superior, Viminacium, Trebonianus Gallus (251-253), AE, sestertius (Photo: Robert Mozdzierz); 8. Gorlice-
-Glinik Mariampolski, Cimmerian Bosporus, Rhescuporis I (68/69-91/92), AD 80-83, AE, sestertius (Photo:
Konrad Pollesch); 9. Gorlice, Glinik Mariampolski, Sarmatia, Olbia, ¢. mid-2nd cent. AD, AE (Photo: Konrad
Pollesch); 10. Nowy Sacz-Zabelcze?, environs, Cimmerian Bosporus, Polemon (15-9) (Photo: Barttomiej Urbanski);
11. Staniatki, Wieliczka District, Cimmerian Bosporus, Rhescuporis III (211/12-228/9), AE, denarius (Photo:
Archaeological Museum in Krakow); 12. Zarzecze, Przeworsk District, Cimmerian Bosporus, Cotys I (45-69),
AD 63-69, AE, dupondius (Photo: Archacological Museum in Krakow); 13. Gorlice, Glinik Mariampolski; Crete,
Cnossos, archon Cydas, c. 36 BC, AE (Photo: Konrad Pollesch); 14. Gorlice, Glinik Mariampolski; Cilicia,
Korykos: 1st cent. BC — early imperial period, AE (Photo: Konrad Pollesch); 15. Jakuszowice, Kazimierza Wielka
District, Cappadocia, Caesarea, Caracalla (211-217), AE (Photo: Tuco); 16. Zabrodzie, Zawiercie District, Asia,
Temnos, Autonomous (117-268), AE (Photo: Tuco); 17. Zarzecze, Przeworsk District, Syria, Ascalon,
Autonomous 1-2nd century AD, AE (Photo: Archaeological Museum in Krakow)

A | A~
Provincial Finds:
Single Hoards

[ J @ Viminacium

A @®  Alexandria

[ ] @ Bosporan Kingdom
A @ Asian Drachms

o} Balkan mints

* Asian Mints

* @ Levant

Map 1: Distribution of Roman Provincial Coins in Lesser Poland.
1. Brzezie, 2. Chetm, 3. Gorlice-Glinik Mariampolski, 4. Grodek, 5. Hrubieszow,
6. Jakuszowice, 7. Krakow Podgorze, 8. Krakow ul. Warszawska, 9. Krasnik Fabryczny,
10. Nietulisko Mate, 11. Nowy Sacz, 12. Tomaszow Lubelski, 13. Opatkowice,
14. Stanigtki, 15. Tarnow, 16. Wtodawa, 17. Wojkow, 18. Zabrodzie, 19. Zarzecze,
20. Zulice, 21. Nowa Stupia, 22. Wachock
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