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A HOARD OF RUSSIAN COINS OF THE 18TH CENTURY FROM THE VILLAGE
OF EMYLIVKA (HOLOVANIVSKY DISTRICT OF KIROVOHRAD REGION)

ABSTRACT In the spring of 2020 in the vicinity of the village Yemylivka (Golovanivskyi district, Kirovohrad
region) local residents carrying out agricultural work accidentally discovered a hoard placed in a clay pot (Fig. 1). The
deposit comprised coins which were in circulation in the Russian Empire during the XVIII century. The vast majority
of the coins in the hoard are large-format copper 5 kopeck coins amounting to 40 pieces, as well as two silver rubles.
Accordingly, the total value of the deposit is 4 rubles. The oldest coin of the complex is a ruble of 1731, and the young-
est a 5 kopeck piece of 1786. The presence in this coin deposit of the XVIII century of only 2 silver rubles, minted
in the 1730s, indicates the insignificant presence of large denomination silver coins in the money market of southern
Ukrainian lands on the border with the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth in the last quarter of the XVIII century.
This is due to the monetary policy of the Russian authorities in Ukraine, relating to a ban on the export of silver coins
outside the empire. This hoard of Russian coins of the XVIII century, which has already been the object of scientific
attention, has several interesting features, in particular the presence in the hoard of two silver ruble coins, which fur-
thermore are previously undescribed varieties. This hoard expands the our knowledge about the circulation of money
in the Southern Ukraine in the X VIII century, especially in the lands bordering the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.
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SKARB MONET ROSYJSKICH Z XVIII WIEKU
ZNALEZIONY WE WSI EMILEVKA, REGION KIROVOGRAD

ABSTRAKT  Wiosng 2020 r. w poblizu wsi Jemulivka (region Kirovograd, Ukraina), podczas prac rolnych,
natrafiono na gliniane naczynie wypelnione monetami — rosyjskimi monetami z XVIII stulecia. Dominujag monety
o nominale 5 kopiejek (40 sztuk). Obok nich byty dwa srebrne ruble. Najstarszymi monetami sa ruble z 1731 roku.
Najmtodsza moneta to 5 kopiejek z 1786 roku. Publikowany skarb jest swiadectwem obiegu monet na terenie
Ukrainy, na granicy z Rzeczpospolita. Odzwierciedla on obieg monetarny w ostatniej ¢wierci X VIII wieku.

Stowa kluczowe: Ukraina, Rzeczpospolita, skarb monet

The hoard of coins, which were minted during
the middle and second half of the 18th century, re-
flect the circulation of money in the Ukrainian terri-
tories controlled by the Russian Empire at that time.
At the same time, hoards of coins found during this
period can provide valuable information about as-
pects of the political history of the region. Thanks
to them, one can trace the tendency to economic ex-
pansion and the increasing influence in the region
of the Russian Empire. Instead of Polish and other
European coins, more and more hoards have coins
belonging to the internal monetary circulation with-
in the Russian Empire. Coin hoards in general, and
of this period in particular, were actively studied
during the XIX century, and this was largely due
to the fundamental accumulation of archaeological

information during the Archaeological Congresses.
The works of M. Beljashevskij,! A. Danilevich,?
V. Shugaevskij® were already published during the
period of the Russian Empire.

The works of professors V. Orlyk,* I. Spasskij?,
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V. Nechytailo® have been devoted to the question
of the history of monetary circulation on the ter-
ritory of the Russian Empire in the 18th century.
The issue of money circulation in the Southern
Ukraine, on the other hand, has been dealt with
by the researches of V. Pivorovych,'® M. Orlyk!"
and O. Skorokhod."? A. Bojko-Gagarin covers the
issue of counterfeit coins, including those found
in hoards.® M. Mielczarek,” K. Myzgin and
V. Orlyk' have also made significant contributions
to Ukrainian numismatics, and coin hoards found
on the territory of Ukraine.

The relevance and significant scientific impor-
tance of introducing new coin finds into scientific
discourse was assessed by prof. V. Kotsur as one
of the priority areas of numismatic research.!® He
thoroughly argued his thesis giving as examples
the study of hoards,'” museum collections and ar-
chival sources.®

In the spring of 2020 local residents acciden-
tally discovered a hoard placed in a clay pot during
the course of agricultural work in the vicinity of the
village Yemylivka (Golovanivskyi district of the
Kirovohrad region) (Fig. 1). The deposit included
coins circulating within the Russian Empire during
the 18th century. The vast majority of the coins in
the hoard are large-format copper 5 kopeck coins,
amounting to 40 examples, as well as two silver
rubles. Accordingly, the total value of the deposit
is 4 rubles. Data on coins are listed in Table 1.

The two silver rubles struck during the reign
of Anna loanivna (1730-1740) immediately attract
our attention. The ruble of 1731 (Fig. 2) has in
the centre on the obverse an image of the portrait
of the Empress, facing right. There are 5 “shoul-
der-flaps” with festoons and shamrocks under the
ribbon of the Empress’s dress and the edge of the
corsage is parallel to the edge of the coin, which
determines the type of obverse as being Ne 7 ac-
cording to the catalogue of V. Bitkin. The reverse
depicts the coat of arms of the Russian Empire in
the form of a double-headed eagle with crowns on
their heads, a double linear shield with the coat of

? Nechytailo 2019.

10" Pivorovych 2009.

" Orlyk 2012: 247-249.

12 Skorokhod 2015: 75-77.

13 Bojko-Gagarin 2015: 95-115

4 Mielczarek, Orlyk 2019: 33-39.

5 Orlyk 2016: 93-97; Orlyk 2017: 37.

16 Kotsur 2013: 3-8.

17" Kotsur 2017: 15-33; Orlyk, Kotsur, Tsyganenko
2019: 37-48.

18 Kotsur, Boiko-Gagarin 2019: 66-77.
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arms of Moscow (St. George the Victorious strik-
ing a snake to the right) on the chest and a cross
with a chain of the Order of St. Andrew the First-
Called. The presence of crosses in the crowns
above the eagles’ heads and the absence of dots
as dividers of the legend determine the reverse to
be of type Ne 2 or Ne 3%, The ruble is mainly in-
teresting for the presence of a re-engraved date,
being minted with the die stamp for a 1730 coin,
with the last digit of the date corrected from “0” to
“1”. This indicates mainly that this kind of ruble
of the Empress is the earliest issue of 1731, struck
during the first months of activity of the mint.
Re-engraving of dates is not uncommon for the
Modern Period and the Middle Ages,? but with the
improvement of machine minting technology, this
phenomenon is virtually nullified. We also failed
to detect this re-engraved example in the numis-
matic catalogues, which allowed us to introduce
this ruble with its re-engraved date into scientific
literature for the first time. The weight of the ruble
is 25.88 g, which does not exceed the norm. In the
field there are marks of damage as well as abrasion
of the parts of the image in higher relief incurred
during circulation.

The high detail of portraits on Russian coins is
becoming more and more diverse just on the silver
rubles of Anna loanovna, starting from 1730.%

The second ruble was minted in 1736 (Fig. 3).
On the obverse in the centre there is a portrait of
the Empress with a distinctive feature — a pendant
with 3 pearls on the chest, no ribbon on the left
shoulder and 9 pearls in the hair, which defines the
type of the coin as Ne 4.1 according to the cata-
logue of V. Bitkin.?? This ruble also has a distinc-
tive feature — the presence of a dot between the
first two digits of the date, and so “1 © 736, which
we also did not find in the numismatic catalogues.
The weight of the ruble is 25.62 g, which does not
exceed the norm. These groups of rubles are dec-
orated with floral ornaments as Nel0 according to
the catalog of V. Bitkin.

The other part of the hoard consists of copper
5 kopeck coins of different dates, minted mainly at
the Yekaterinburg Mint.* The coins mostly have
a green patina on their field. These copper coins
have serious wear and tear, which indicates their
previous use in the money supply. By the way,

1 Bitkin-a 2003: 476-477.

2 Bojko-Gagarin, Bagdonas, Denisenko 2016: 8-9.
2 Vall 2014: 114.

2 Bitkin-b 2003: 491.

2 Demmeni 1898: 76.
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Table 1. Catalogue of the coin hoard

Denomination Year of minting Mint Bibliography
Ruble 1731 Kadashevskyi, Moscow -
Ruble 1736 Kadashevskyi, Moscow (un de}iigfiglegi/;fii tion)
5 kopecks 1760 Yekaterinburg Bitkin Ne 440
5 kopecks 1760 Yekaterinburg Bitkin Ne 440
5 kopecks 1763 Krasnyi, Moscow Bitkin Ne 521
5 kopecks 1766 Yekaterinburg Bitkin Ne 524
5 kopecks 1766 Krasnyi, Moscow Bitkin Ne 524
5 kopecks 1766 Yekaterinburg Bitkin Ne 612
5 kopecks 1768 Yekaterinburg Bitkin Ne 614
5 kopecks 1768 Yekaterinburg Bitkin Ne 614
5 kopecks 1769 Yekaterinburg Bitkin Ne 616
5 kopecks 1771 Yekaterinburg Bitkin Ne 620
5 kopecks 1772 Yekaterinburg Bitkin Ne 621
5 kopecks 1773 Yekaterinburg Bitkin Ne 622
5 kopecks 1773 Yekaterinburg Bitkin Ne 622
5 kopecks 1775 Yekaterinburg Bitkin Ne 624
5 kopecks 1777 Yekaterinburg Bitkin Ne 626
5 kopecks 1777 Yekaterinburg Bitkin Ne 626
5 kopecks 1778 Yekaterinburg Bitkin Ne 627
5 kopecks 1781 Yekaterinburg Bitkin Ne 632
5 kopecks 1786 Yekaterinburg Bitkin Ne 637
5 kopecks 17(??) Yekaterinburg Unidentifiable
5 kopecks 17(?7) Yekaterinburg Unidentifiable
5 kopecks 17(??) Yekaterinburg Unidentifiable
5 kopecks 17(??) Yekaterinburg Unidentifiable
5 kopecks 17(??) Yekaterinburg Unidentifiable
5 kopecks 17(??) Yekaterinburg Unidentifiable
5 kopecks 17(??) Yekaterinburg Unidentifiable
5 kopecks 17(??) Yekaterinburg Unidentifiable
5 kopecks 17(??) Yekaterinburg Unidentifiable
5 kopecks 17(??) Yekaterinburg Unidentifiable
5 kopecks 17(??) Yekaterinburg Unidentifiable
5 kopecks 17(?7) Yekaterinburg Unidentifiable
5 kopecks 17(77) Yekaterinburg Unidentifiable
5 kopecks 17(??) Yekaterinburg Unidentifiable
5 kopecks 17(?7) Yekaterinburg Unidentifiable
5 kopecks 17(??) Yekaterinburg Unidentifiable
5 kopecks 17(??) Yekaterinburg Unidentifiable
5 kopecks 17(?7) Yekaterinburg Unidentifiable
5 kopecks 17(??) Yekaterinburg Unidentifiable
5 kopecks 17(??) Yekaterinburg Unidentifiable
5 kopecks 17(??) Yekaterinburg Unidentifiable
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Fig. 1. Coin hoard of the Russian Empire from the village Yemylivka,
Golovanivskyi district, Kirovohrad region (general view)

prof. O. Potylchak on the basis of regional research
into the hoards found in the village Trushkiv in Bila
Tserkva (Kyiv region) notes that Russian coins of
the second half of 18th century had serious wear
and tear and concludes that they were intensively
used in commercial exchanges.?

Five-copeck coins of this type first appeared
in 1757. They were minted at the Yekaterinburg
Mint. After 1758 their minting was also contin-
ued at the Red Mint in Moscow at the weight of
16 rubles per pood of copper, ie the weight of new
coins reached at least 50 grams, replacing the pre-
viously common lighter “cross” pennies,* which
were bought from the population for 2 kopecks
in 1757.%

The wear or corrosion suffered by many of the
coins does not allow us to determine the exact year
of their minting. The issue of coins of this type
continued in Yekaterinburg until 1796.” Among
the coins with a clearly defined year of minting,
we found the majority to be 5 kopeck coins recent-
ly struck in 1786. This makes it possible to date
the deposit to the end of 1786 to the middle of
1787. Otherwise the deposit would contain coins
minted in later years. Among the coins there are
no samples of re-minted coins, neither the rare is-
sues of the Sestroretsk and Suzun mints. The ex-
treme upper date of 1786 excludes the presence in
the hoard of coins struck in the Taurian Mint: the
five-Kopeck coins struck in 1787 and 1788, as well
as coins of the Annin Mint struck in 1789-1796.

[ )

4 Potylchak 2018: 119-131.
5 Bitkin-b 2003: 578-582.
26 Uzdenikov 1994: 97.

7 Bitkin-b 2003: 661.

)

5]
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The Ukrainian scholar M. Kotlyar, based on
his research conducted into archival documents,
established the full use of the ruble as only becom-
ing established after 1735.% But the presence of
two examples of ruble coins of the 1730s in the
hoard, which can be dated to the end of the 18th
century, casts some doubt on his conclusions.

The predominant number of five kopeck-coins
indicates their high popularity among the popula-
tion, although other coin finds also indicate a sig-
nificant prevalence of coins of smaller denomina-
tion.” Furthermore the presence in the hoard of
only 2 silver rubles minted in the 1730s indicates
the insignificant presence of large silver coins in
the money market of the southern lands lying on
the border of the Commonwealth in the last quarter
of the 18th century. This is due to the monetary
policy of the Russian authorities in Ukraine, who
banned on the export of silver coins outside the
empire.

From the second half of the 17th century,
Muscovy used the lands of the Hetmanate to con-
duct unsuccessful financial experiments, which
aimed at the complete absorption of Ukrainian
monetary circulation by Russian coins. But despite
all the efforts of the Imperial authorities, it actually
happened only in the middle of the X VIII century.*

Thus, the publication of this hoard of Russian
coins of the 18th century has enriched our scientific
knowledge in several ways. It contains two silver
ruble coins, of previously unidentified types, and
which also refute the thesis of the full use of silver

28 Kotliar 1981: 186.
29 Arendar, Honcharenko 2004: 38-40.
30 Nechytailo 2019.
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rubles after 1735. The contents of the hoard further  the middle of the 18th century. This hoard also ex-
confirm the full domination of Russian coins in the pands our understanding of monetary circulation
monetary market of the Hetmanate not earlier than  in the Southern Ukraine in the 18th century.
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Fig. 4. Russian Empire, 5 kopecks 1760-1780’s
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