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Introduction

The paper concerns the discoveries of table-
ware made in the black-gloss technique, which were 
found in a living house uncovered in Nikonion dur-
ing the excavations in 2008-2011.1 The finds are in 
direct ling with the building’s floor level, and their 
analysis brought data that complement the chrono-
logical interpretation of the complex. The author’s 

1   I would also like to express my deep gratitude 
to N.M. Sekerskaâ and S.B. Okhotnikov for the possi-
bility of working with black gloss pottery findings from 
Nikonion from all excavations which had been performed 
at the site since 1955. I would also like to thank for all 
information I received about the archaeological context 
of that findings. Words of thankfulness should also go to 
professor M. Mielczarek, who had begun and steel con-
tinued archaeological recherche in northern Black Sea 
region, his support and encouragement were crucial for 
the Author in process of writing of that article.

previous publications on ceramic finds from the 
research conducted in 2008-2011 concerned all 
discoveries of black-gloss pottery excavated dur-
ing archaeological research. The study concerned 
the characteristics of all finds in terms of typology, 
chronology and quantity.2 However, the following 
paper constitutes a detailed analysis of the discov-
eries directly related to the usability of the uncov-
ered house. It also contains an interpretation of 
finds in the context of where they have been found 
within the uncovered residential complex.

The history of excavations

The joint studies by the Archaeological Muse-
um in Odessa and Nicolaus Copernicus University 
in Toruń commenced in 1995. The scholarly  

2   Głuszek 2015: 223-228; 2018. 
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and on-merits supervisor of the Ukrainian-Polish 
project involving not only archaeological research, 
but also more general issues related to the Greek 
settlement of the north-west coast of the Black 
Sea, is prof. M. Mielczarek. Together with the 
Ukrainian team led by N.M. Sekerskaâ,3 the Polish 
expedition was carrying excavations in the west-
ern and south-western part of Nikonion within 
the years 1995-2006.4 The archaeological works 
done in the location where the residential complex 
was discovered were initiated in 2007. The author 
of this paper was responsible for archaeological 
works on-site done by the Ukrainian-Polish team 
within the years 2008-2011,5 in 2012 the excava-
tions works were led by Krzysztof Jarzęcki, PhD. 
The archaeological works on-site carried out by the 
Ukrainian-Polish team were suspended in 2012.

The archaeological context

The house from which the presented discov-
eries of black-gloss pottery originate is located 
in the north-west part of the site. During the ex-
cavation works, a residential building consisting 
of at least six rooms was uncovered. The north-
ern part of the building has not been fully exam-
ined due to the suspension of excavation works. 
During four archaeological seasons, an area of 300 
m² (squares 1-12) was subject to examination. As 
a result of the excavation works, a vast residen-
tial building was uncovered, with registered di-
mensions of 10,50x11,70 m. It is the largest living 
house discovered in Nikonion so far. The part of 
the house unearthed during the excavations con-
sists of six rooms (room 1-6), where four rooms 
were exposed in full (room 1, 2, 3, 5), as with two 
rooms (4, 6) their northern parts were not fully 
exposed (Fig. 1).6 In rooms 1, 3-5, the floor lev-
el was a floor made of compacted clay, in room 2 
the uncovered floor was made of flat stones match-
ing to each other, which do not bear traces of de-
tailed processing, the northern part of the room 
was lined with small pebbles. The floor in room 6 
consisted of large-sized stone slabs, lined over the 
entire surface of the room. In the south-west part 
of room 6 there was a pit, reinforced at the edges 
with a ring of circumferentially arranged stones.  

3   Sekerskaâ 1989; 2001.
4   Mielczarek, Okhotnikov, Sekunda 1997; 

Mielczarek 2016.
5   Głuszek 2012: 497-500.
6   Głuszek 2012: 497-500; 2016: 20, fig. 2.

The walls of the rooms were made of stones, which 
had been treated only to the extent that gave them 
a shape that would allow for one stone to fit an-
other. The stones are irregular, they are flat, and 
of varying sizes ranging from 25x35 to 65x45 cm. 
The wall between rooms 4 and 5 was constructed 
of sun-dried bricks. The bricks are approximately 
68x38x25 cm in size. The uncovered walls of the 
house have been preserved up to a highest level 
of 60 cm. At this particular stage of the research, 
it is not yet possible to determine the function of 
individual rooms, and to estimate the actual size of 
the building or definitively determine the number 
of rooms from which the complex consisted. 

The black-gloss pottery finds 

Among the discoveries of black-gloss pottery 
related to the house’s floor levels the oldest can be 
dated to the end of the 4th century BC, most of the 
discoveries are dated as far as the end of the first 
half of the 3rd century BC. Most of the finds pres-
ent the products of Attic workshops (cat. 1, 3-10, 
12), but there are three examples of vessels that 
come from other production centres (cat. 2, 11, 
13). Among the finds are everyday tableware such 
as echinus-shaped bowls (the type with an inward 
rim, known among Attic products from the clas-
sical period), bowls with an outward curved rim 
characteristic of the Hellenistic period, and exam-
ples of deep bowls. The second largest group are 
drinking vessels. This particular group involves 
the examples of vessels, which origins date back 
to the classical period, such as the Bolsal vessels; 
the others are the classic-shaped kantharos from 
the 3rd century BC and one example of Hellenistic 
type kantharos. Other examples of black-gloss pot-
tery are one plate with a rolled-up rim and a jug, 
probably oinochoe. 

In room 1, a fragment of a kantharos was 
found (cat. 3, Fig. 2. 3), and it was dated to the 
last quarter of the 4th - the third quarter of the 3rd 

century BC A fragment is an example of a straight, 
plain rim type. The kantharos of this shape, al-
though they appear at the end of the 4th century 
BC, become more popular in the 3rd century BC.7 
Vertical handles, rectangular in cross-section,  

7   Sparkes, Talcott 1970: 122, fig. 7, no 707, 708; 
Rotroff 1997: 84-85, fig. 4, 1-12. The shape can be 
also compared with: Handberg, Petersen et al. 2010: 
210, pl. 100, Da-80; Stolba, Rogov 2012: pl. 62. B11; 
Egorova 2009: ric. 1, 2.
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are provided with horizontal, conical spurs taper-
ing at the apex, which are placed at the level of 
the rim or are slightly raised above the edge of 
the vessel. On the floor of the room there was also 
found a fragment of the upper part of the bowl 
with the incurving rim of echinus-shaped profile 
(cat. 5, Fig. 3. 1). The bowls of this type have been 
known among the Attic vessels since early as the 
5th century BC, they were especially popular in the 
fourth century BC8 The later examples are dated 
to the third century BC The vessel discovered in 
room 1 is characteristic of the Hellenistic type of 
the bowl-echinus bowl.9 These bowls are relatively 
thin-walled, the gloss is characterized by a weaker 
quality than in the case of Classical period items, 
the bowls are also devoid of a stamp ornament. 
There are also bowls covered with a gloss only on 
1/2 of their surface. The bowl of Nikonion adopts 
the profile line and proportions corresponding to 

8   Sparkes, Talcott 1970: 131.
9   Rotroff 1997: 161.

the finds from the Athenian Agora dated to the end 
of the 4th - the beginning of the 3rd century BC.10

On the floor of room 2, one fragment of 
a Bolsal, fragments of four bowls and a plate were 
discovered. The Bolsal’s clay (cat. 2, Fig. 2. 2) is 
very specific one. It has vert dark orange to red col-
our with visible dark inclusions of un unrecognized 
geological character, limestone and quartz. The 
clay is fine fraction (not very fine fraction as it is 
observed in Athenian clay); what might be judged 
after macroscopic analyses, it is not hard burned. 
The features of the clay indicate that the vessel was 
produced in the different centre than Athens. The 
vessels from Olbia Pontica, characterised by the 
clay of comparable features but with gloss of low-
er quality, were recognised as a probable local or 
regional production11. The shape of the Nikonion 

10   Rotroff 1997: 240, fig. 62, 982, 986; the other 
examples: Hermary, Panayotova et al. 2010: 130, 239, 
pl. 69f; Handberg, Petersen et al. 2010: 224, pl. 118, Dc-
282, 284.

11   Handberg, Petersen et al. 2010: 189.

Fig. 1. The residential building found in Nikonion during archaeological excavations 2008-2011  
(drawing by I. Głuszek and M. Pomianowski)
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find represents a type that appears in the repertoire 
of Attic vessels in the second quarter of the fourth 
century BC.12 The shape of the rim slightly tilted 
outwards and the handles slightly rising upwards 
are characteristic features of specimens dating 
back to the end of the 4th - beginning of 3rd century 
BC.13 Among the bowls, there is a fragment repre-
senting the echinus-shaped shallow, Classical type 
(cat. 6, Fig. 3. 6), the classic variant resembling 
the products manufactured in Attic workshops in 
the 5th and 4th century BC. Bowls of this type dated 
to the Hellenistic period are characterized by good 
workmanship and the use of a stamped ornament 
on a floor of the vessel. In the case of the Nikonion 
example, it is a palmette wreath surrounded by 
three rings of a rouletting ornament. Basing on 
the discoveries from the Athenian Agora, the bowl 
can be dated to the first quarter of the 3rd century 
BC.14 A similar decorative scheme can be found 
on a plate dated to the last quarter of the fourth 
century BC.15 The next two fragments of bowl rims 
represent a type with outturned rim. It is one of 
the most widespread types of bowls produced in 
Athenian workshops. The production of bowls of 
this shape in Athens dates back to the fifth centu-
ry BC. These bowls were widespread during the 
Hellenistic period. The first of the examples from 
room 2 belongs to the Classic type with the edge 
strongly turned outwards, which in profile resem-
bles a schematically presented bird’s head (cat. 7, 
Fig. 3. 2). The production of bowls of the indicated 
shape and proportions dates back to the last quarter 
the 4th century BC.16 The second fragment (cat. 8, 
Fig. 3. 3) presents a variant dated to the end of the 
4th century BC with an equally characteristic shape 
of the rim, but larger sizes.17 Among the finds of 
black-gloss pottery from the floor level of room 
2 there is also a fragment of the foot and the bot-
tom part of the echinus-shape deep bowl (cat. 10, 
Fig. 3. 5). The bowls of this shape were known 
in the Athenian workshops in the 3rd century BC.  

12   Sparkes, Talcott 1970: 107-108, 275, fig. 6, no 
558; see also: Chelbi 1992: nos. 340, 341, 348; Hermary, 
Panayotova et al. 2010: 203, pl. 94d.

13   Chelbi 1992: 56-57. 
14   Rotroff 1997: 161, fig. 62, no 981, pl. 142, 145, 640. 
15   Rotroff 1997: pl. 142, 145, no 640.
16   Rotroff 1997: 156-157, fig. 59, no 868; see also: 

Stolba, Rogov 2012: pl. 64, B103, 104; Vickers, Kakhidze 
2004: 204, fig. 265; Egorova 2009: ric. 13, 169, 179.

17   Rotroff 1997: 156-157, fig. 59, no 869; the other 
examples of the shape: Handberg, Petersen et al. 2010: 
226, pl. 121, Dc-309; Stolba, Rogov 2012: pl. 65, B113; 
Egorova 2009: ric. 14, 189, ric. 15, 211; ric. 40, Ƃ 602.

The bowl found in Nikonion has a shape of the foot 
characteristic for examples dated to the first quar-
ter of the 3rd century BC.18 In room 2, a fragment 
of a plate with a rolled rim was also discovered 
(cat. 12, Fig. 2. 5). The plates with a characteristic 
moulded, rolled rim began to be produced in Attic 
workshops at the beginning of the 4th century BC. 
The shape of the preserved part of the vessel’s edge 
and the reconstructed dimensions allow to date the 
fragment to the last quarter of the 3rd century BC.19

In room 4, a fragment of a Bolsal and a frag-
ment of a Hellenistic kantharos have been discov-
ered. Bolsal began to be produced in Athenian 
workshops in the third quarter of the 5th centu-
ry BC, the vessels dating back to this period are 
characterized by an undisturbed profile, which is 
slightly bent in the upper part. For vessels from 
the 4th century BC, the edge of the curled outwards 
while the wall just above is slightly concave creat-
ing a s-shaped line in the profile of the upper part 
of the vessel. The Nikonion example represents 
a transitional form with a vertical wall at the top 
and turned outwards the edge of the rim (cat. 1, 
Fig. 2. 1). The vessel can be dated to the early 4th 
century BC.20 The preserved fragment of the upper 
part of the Hellenistic kantharos depicts a type of 
vessel with vertical, straight wall (cat. 4, Fig. 2. 
4). Hellenistic kantharos appear in the repertoire 
of Attic vessels in the mid of 3rd century BC. The 
shape of vessels with straight walls, which were 
the first to appear in Attic workshops, derives from 
Beotian vessels dating back to the fifth century BC. 
The example from Nikonion presents a variant of 
large size with a straight wall, which can be dated 
to the first quarter of the 3rd century BC.21

Among the black-gloss vessels from the floor 
level of the room 5 is another example of the bowl 
with outturned rim (cat. 9, Fig. 3. 4). The char-
acteristic shape of the edge indicates the classical 
variants of bowls dating back to the second half of 
3rd century BC.22 

18   Rotroff 1997: 162-163, fig. 64, no 1029; com-
pare with: Egorova 2009: ris. 21, 300.

19   Rotroff 1997: 142-145 fig. 46, 641; see also: 
Handberg, Petersen et al. 2010: 233, pl. 121, Da-389, 392, 
394; Stolba, Rogov 2012: pl. 66, B147, 148; Egorova 
2009: ris. 27, 440, 448.

20   Sparkes, Talcott 1970: 107-108, 275, pl. 6, 
no 557; other examples from the Black Sea territory: 
Vickers, Kakhidze 2004: 169, fig. 122, 237.

21   Rotroff 1997: 97-100, 260, fig. 13, no 172-173.
22   Rotroff 1997: 157, fig. 61, no 883, 888, 889;  

see also: Handberg, Petersen et al. 2010: 225, pl. 120, 
Dc-298, 299.
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In room 6, however, a fragment of a black-gloss 
jug (cat. 13) and a deep bowl (cat. 11) were found. 
A fragment of the bottom of the jug represents 
a vessel which technological features indicate that 
it might represents an Italian workshop. Analysis 
of the form allows to suggests that jug (oinochoe) 
represents the products of Italian workshops from 
the last quarter of the 4th century BC.23 Along with 
the jug, a fragment of bowl was discovered, which 
also does not originate from Athens. The fragment 
is heavily damaged, however, it can be assumed 
that it presents the foot and a fragment of the bot-
tom of a deep bowl with a protruding edge, dated 
to the third quarter of the 3rd century BC.24

Catalogue25

Bolsal
cat.: 1		  Fig. 2. 1
Inv.: Nikonion/VII/09/213
Bibliography: Głuszek 2015, 223-228; 2018.
Context: room 4.
Dimensions and conditions: diam. of the rim: 16 

cm. The small part of the upper part with trace 
after hand attachment is preserved.

Technical features: clay: 5YR 7/6-6/6; gloss: black 
with dark blue shade, thick, semi-matte; inclu-
sions: mica.

Description: the vessel with plain rim and a slightly 
arched wall in profile. 

Classification and date: Athens, Bolsal, early 4th c. BC.
Comments: Sparkes, Talcott 1970: 107-108, 275,  

pl. 6, 557. The finds of Bolsals are very common 
finds at Black Sea sites, among this finds there 
are also present examples of the type compa-
rable in shape to the Nikonion find: Pichvnari: 
Vickers, Kakhidze 2004: 169, fig. 122, 237.

cat.: 2		  Fig. 2. 2
Inv.: Nikonion/VII/10/36
Bibliography: Głuszek 2015: 223-228; 2018.
Context: room 2

23   Morel 1981: 375, pl. 179, no 5623b 1; Pedroni 
1990, 1990: 70, tav. 24, 112.

24   Rotroff 1997: 167, 348, pl. 79, 1092; see also: 
Egorova 2009: ric. 52, A800.

25   The catalogue is divided according to the forms 
of utensils: drinking vessels, bowls, plates, closed ves-
sels-pitchers. The finds are listed according to prove-
nance in each category: Athenian and other vessels, and 
chronologically.

Dimensions and conditions: diam. of the rim: 10-16 
cm. The small fragment of the rim and handle 
is preserved.

Technical features: clay: 2.5YR 5/8; gloss: black 
with dark blue shade, thick, semi-matte; in-
clusions: limestone, quartz, dark inclusions of 
unrecognisable geological character. The frag-
ment of the rim and handle is preserved.

Description: the rim has a round, plain edge, the 
handle is horizontal, oval in cross-section.

Classification and date: the non-Athenian workshop, 
Bolsal, the second quarter of the 3rd c. BC.

Comments: the vessel from the non-Athenian 
workshop; the features of clay suggested the 
non-Athenian workshop, not excluding local/
regional production: Handberg, Petersen et 
al. 2010: 189. The shape is comparable with 
Sparkes, Talcott 1970: 107-108, 275, fig. 6, 
558; the other examples dated to the end of the 
4th - beginning of 3rd century BC compare with: 
Chelbi 1992: nos. 340, 341, 348. The Athenian 
examples are known from the other Black Sea 
sites like Apollonia Pontica: Hermary, Panayo-
tova et al. 2010: 203, pl. 94d.

Kantharos
cat.: 3		  Fig. 2. 3
Inv.: Nikonion/VII/08/50
Bibliography: Głuszek 2018.
Context: room 1.
Dimensions and conditions: diam.: 10 cm. The small 

fragment of the rim and handle is preserved.
Technical features: clay: 2.5YR 6/4-5YR 6/6; gloss: 

black with bronze shade, thick, semi-matte.
Description: the vessel has vertical handles with long 

horizontal spurs, which is rectangular in section. 
Classification and date: Athens, kantharos, plain 

rim, last quarter of the 4th - third quarter of the 
3rd c. BC. 

Comments: the fragment represents the kanthar-
os with plain rim type, close to Sparkes, Tal-
cott 1970: 122, fig. 7, 707, 708; Rotroff 1997: 
84-85, fig. 4, 1-12. The example of kantharos 
with comparable shape and proportion of up-
per part of the vessel’s wall are known from 
Olbia Pontica dated to the last quarter of the  
4th c. BC: Handberg, Petersen et al. 2010: 210, 
pl. 100, Da-80. The examples of drinking ves-
sels of a comparable shape are also present 
among finds from the necropolis of Panskoye I: 
Stolba, Rogov 2012: pl. 62. B11; also compare 
with: Egorova 2009: ric. 1, 2.

BLACK-GLOSS POTTERY FOUND IN A RESIDENTIAL BUILDING IN NIKONION...
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Hellenistic kantharos
cat.: 4		  Fig. 2. 4
Inv.: Nikonion/VII/09/163
Bibliography: Głuszek 2015; 2018.
Context: room 4.
Dimensions and conditions: diam. of the rim: 12 cm. 

The small fragment of the rim and wall with 
traces of the handle attachment is preserved.

Technical features: clay: 5YR 4/7-6/6; gloss: black 
with dark bronze shade, thick, semi-matte; in-
clusions: limestone.

Description: the edge of the rim is round with a little 
flattened inner surface, the wall is straight; only 
a trace of the handle attachment is preserved 
what not allows for its reconstruction. 

Classification and date: Athens, Hellenistic kantharos,  
straight wall, the first quarter of the 3rd c. BC. 

Comments: Rotroff 1997: 97-100, 260, fig. 13, 
172-173.

Bowl
cat.: 5		  Fig. 3. 1
Inv.: Nikonion/VII/08/36
Bibliography: Głuszek 2015; 2018.
Context: room 1.
Dimensions and conditions: diam.: 11,6 cm, h.: 2 

cm. The fragment of the rim with the small part 
of the wall is preserved.

Technical features: clay: 5YR 6/4; gloss: black with 
bronze shade, a little dilute, semi-matte.

Description: the vessel has thickened lip, flattened 
edge of the rim; the wall bends clearly below 
the edge.

Classification and date: Athens, bowl, echi-
nus-shape, Classical type, shallow, the third 
quarter of 4th c. BC-3rd c. BC.

Comments: the shape of the lip corresponds with: 
Rotroff 1997: fig. 62, 982, 986. The comparable 
in shape vessels are known from Athenian finds 
of Apollonia Pontica: Hermary, Panayotova et 
al. 2010: 130, 239, pl. 69f, dated to the last quar-
ter of the 4th c. BC. The examples of late bowls 
of this shape dated to the 3rd c. BC are known 
from Olbia Pontica excavations: Handberg, Pe-
tersen et al. 2010: 224, pl. 118, Dc-282, 284.

cat.: 6		  Fig. 3. 6
Inv.: Nikonion/VII/10/78
Bibliography: Głuszek 2015; 2018.
Context: room 2
Dimensions and conditions: diam. of the foot: 10 cm; 

the fragment is reconstructed from four sherds. 
Technical features: 5YR 6/6-6/8; gloss: black with 

dark bronze, thick, a little dilute, matte.

Description: the one half of the bottom and floor of 
the bowl; the vessel has thick walls.

Decoration: at the inner surface of the floor there 
is a partly preserved decoration consist of the 
wreath of palmettes and sequence of three cir-
cles of rouletting. 

Classification and date: Athens, bowl, echinus- 
-shape, Classical type, shallow, the first quarter 
of 3rd c. BC.

Comments: the shape is close to: Rotroff 1997: 161,  
fig. 62, 981; decoration is close to: Rotroff 
1997: pl. 142, 145, 640. 

cat.: 7		  Fig. 3. 2
Inv.: Nikonion/VII/10/74
Bibliography: Głuszek 2015; 2018.
Context: room 2.
Dimensions and conditions: diam. of the rim: 15 cm;  

a small part of the rim, there are scratches and 
gloss chips at the edge of the outer surface.

Technical features: clay: 5YR 6/6; gloss: black with 
metallic olive shade, thick, metallic shine

Description: the rim is turned outside, flattened rim, 
the edge is rounded.

Classification and date: Athens, bowl, outturned rim, 
Classical type, the last quarter of the 4th c. BC.

Comments: Rotroff 1997: 156-157, fig. 59, 868. 
The bowls of that type are represented among 
finds from the necropolis of Panskoye I: Stolba, 
Rogov 2012: pl. 64, B103, 104 and Pichvnari: 
Vickers, Kakhidze 2004: 204, fig. 265. Com-
pare also with: Egorova 2009: ric. 13, 169, 179.

cat.: 8		  Fig. 3. 3
Inv.: Nikonion/VII/10/69
Bibliography: Głuszek 2015; 2018.
Context: room 2.
Dimensions and conditions: diam. of the rim 17 cm; 

lots of scratches of the inner and outer surface
Technical features: clay: 7.5YR 6/4-5YR 5/6; gloss: 

black with grayish brown shade, a little dilute, 
matte.

Description: the rim is turned outside, the edge 
is thickened and rounded, the wall below is 
straight and arched inside at the edge of the 
sherd.

Classification and date: Athens, bowl, outturned rim, 
Classical type, the last quarter of the 4th c. BC.

Comments: the shape and proportions are close to: 
Rotroff 1997: fig. 59, 869. The comparable ex-
amples from the first decade of the 3rd c. BC are 
known from Olbia Pontica: Handberg, Petersen 
et al. 2010: 226, pl. 121, Dc-309; and from the 
necropolis of Panskoye I: Stolba, Rogov 2012: 
pl. 65, B113. Compare also with: Egorova 2009: 
ric. 14, 189, ric. 15, 211; ric. 40, Ƃ 602.
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cat.: 9		  Fig. 3. 4
Inv.: Nikonion/VII/11/135
Bibliography: Głuszek 2015; 2018.
Context: room 5.
Dimensions and conditions: diam. of the rim: 16 

cm. The small part of the upper part of the ves-
sel is preserved; the gloss is chipped at the out-
er edge of the sherd.

Technical features: clay: 7.5YR 7/4-5YR 7/3; gloss: 
black with very dark grey shade, semi-dilute, 
matte.

Description: the edge of the vessel is thickened, 
round at the top, turned outside.

Classification and date: Athens, bowl, outturned 
rim, Classical type, the second half of 3rd c. BC.

Comments: Rotroff 1997: 157, fig. 61, 883, 888, 
889. The comparable finds of bowls in this 
shape are known from Olbia: Handberg, Pe-
tersen et al. 2010: 225, pl. 120, Dc-298, 299 
dated to the 3rd c. BC.

cat.: 10		 Fig. 3. 5
Inv.: Nikonion/VII/10/42
Bibliography: Głuszek 2015; 2018.
Context: room 2.
Dimensions and conditions: diam. of the foot: 6 cm; 

the fragment of the foot and the bottom wall of 
the vessel, the foot is highly damaged.

Technical features: clay: 5YR 6/4; gloss: black with 
brown shade, thick, matte.

Description: the flat resting surface, straight inner 
surface of the foot, the outer surface is arched.

Classification and date: Athens, bowl, echinus- 
-shape, deep, the first quarter of the 3rd c. BC.

Comments: Rotroff 1997: 162-163, fig. 64, 1029; 
compare also with: Egorova 2009: ris. 21, 300.

cat.: 11		
Inv.: Nikonion/VII/10/108
Bibliography: Głuszek 2018.
Context: room 6.
Dimensions and conditions: diam. of the foot: 10 

cm. The fragment of the foot is preserved with 
a highly damaged inner and outer surface. 

Technical features: clay: 5YR 6/6-6/8; gloss: very 
dark bronze with olive shade, thick, metallic 
shine.

Description: the foot is moulded and has flat resting 
surface.

Classification and date: non-Athenian workshop, 
deep bowl, the third quarter of the 3rd c. BC.

Comments: Rotroff 1997: 167, 348, pl. 79, 1092. 
Compare also with: Egorova 2009: ric. 52, 
A800.

Plate
cat.: 12		 Fig. 2. 5
Inv.: Nikonion/VII/10/43
Bibliography: Głuszek 2015; 2018.
Context: room 2.
Dimensions and conditions: diam. of the rim: 25 

cm, the small fragment of the plate edge is pre-
served. There is a lot of scratches at the outer 
and inner space of the sherd. 

Technical features: clay: 5YR 6/6-5/6; gloss: black 
with dark brown shade, thick, semi-matte. 

Description: the edge is thickened, turned outside, 
rounded, the line of the profile below the edge 
is moulded. 

Classification and date: Athens, plate, rolled rim, 
the last quarter of the 3rd c. BC.

Comments: the edge of the plate is close to: Rotroff 
1997: 144, fig. 46, 641. The examples of rolled 
rim plates are also known from Olbia Pontica: 
Handberg, Petersen et al. 2010: 233, pl. 121, 
Da-389, 392, 394; also from the necropolis of 
Panskoye I: Stolba, Rogov 2012: pl. 66, B147, 
148. Compare also with: Egorova 2009: ris. 27, 
440, 448.

Jug
cat.: 13		
Inv.: Nikonion/VII/10/107
Bibliography: Głuszek 2018.
Context: room 6.
Dimensions and conditions: diam. of the foot: 6,5 

cm. The half of the foot is preserved with a part 
of the wall. The underside is damaged.

Technical features: clay: 5YR 6/3-7.5YR 6/3; gloss: 
black with grey shade, semi-dull, matte; inclu-
sions: mica, limestone, quartz.

Description: The foot of the vessel is bevelled out-
side, with a slightly concave wall of the inner 
side of the foot, the resting surface is flat. 

Classification and date: the non-Athenian work-
shop,  jug, 4th c. BC.

Comments: Morel 1981: 375, pl. 179, 5623b 1;  
Pedroni 1990: 70, tav. 24, 112. 

BLACK-GLOSS POTTERY FOUND IN A RESIDENTIAL BUILDING IN NIKONION...
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Fig. 2. Black-gloss pottery found at the floor level of house in Nikonion. Excavations 2008-2011  
(drawing by I. Głuszek)
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Fig. 3. Black-gloss pottery found at the floor level of house in Nikonion. Excavations 2008-2011  
(drawing by I. Głuszek)

BLACK-GLOSS POTTERY FOUND IN A RESIDENTIAL BUILDING IN NIKONION...
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